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in Algeria (1518-1830): A $tudy of the Duality
of Loyalty and Confrontation (Migration and

Exile as a Model)
# Abdellaoui Mohammed*, University of Tripoli, Libya
,abdellaouimohammed712@gmail.com

This article examines the dialectical and interactive relationship between the scientific

elite (Ulama) and the Ottoman administration in Algeria from 1518 to 1830. It posits that this !

relationship was not uniform, fluctuating between a "strategic alliance" driven by the

necessities of Jihad and frontier protection in the early Ottoman era, and "collision and
rupture" prompted by later administrative and political transformations. The research
analyzes the underlying motives for the Ottoman authority's implementation of political

repressive tools, primarily "exile and forced displacement," to suppress the scientific i
opposition that emerged in response to fiscal policies and administrative abuses. Furthermore, !
it highlights the "voluntary migration" of scholars as a political act of protest that maintained !

the independence of the intellectual elite from state pressure. Employing a historical-
analytical methodology, the study concludes that this historical rupture between science and

authority led to the erosion of the political legitimacy of Ottoman rule. This created a rift !
between the administration and its popular base, ultimately weakening Algeria's internal front !

prior to its fall in 1830.

Keywords: Ottoman Administration; Scientific Elite; Loyalty and Confrontation; Exile;
Migration.

[ Corresponding author* ] [ Pages: 08-32



mailto:abdellaouimohammed712@gmail.com

The Ulama and the Ottoman Administration in Algeria (1518-1830): A Study of the
Duality of Loyalty and Confrontation (Migration and Exile as a Model)
Abdellaoui Mohammed

1. Introduction

The relationship between the scholarly elite (Ulama) and
political authority represents one of the most complex issues in
the modern history of Algeria, particularly during the Ottoman
era (1518-1830). From the earliest moments of the
establishment of the "Regency of Algiers," the Ulama played a
pivotal role i granting religious and social legitimacy to the new
rulers, the Barbarossa brothers. This established a strategic
alllance fundamentally based on the principle of "protecting the
frontiers" (Thughur) and defending the heart of Islam under the
banner of Jihad. However, this relationship was not static; it
underwent major shifts dictated by administrative changes and
escalating economic crises. Consequently, the scholar's role
gradually transitioned from "partner and ally" to "opponent and
fugitive."

From this perspective, the central problem of this research
revolves around the nature of the dramatic shift in the
relationship  between the Ulama and the Ottoman
administration. How did the organic alhance that characterized
the beginnings transform 1nto a state of conflict and rupture n
the later stages? What were the underlying reasons that
prompted the Ottoman administration to employ instruments
of political repression, such as exile and forced displacement,
against the scholarly elite? Furthermore, how did the reactions
of the Ulama—manifested n voluntary migration—contribute to
weakening Algeria’s internal front shortly before 1ts fall in 18307
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This research seeks to achieve several objectives, most notably
highlighting the nature of the political and religious contract that
bound the Ulama to authority in its early phases. It also analyzes
the true motives behind the collapse of this relationship due to
fiscal policies and administrative abuses. Additionally, the study
aims to foreground the phenomena of "Migration and Exile" as
fundamental manifestations of the crisis, exploring the
repercussions of this historical rupture on the erosion of the
authority's legitmacy in the eyes of the local population. To
achieve these goals, the study adopts the historical method to
track the trajectory of the relationship over time, relying on the
mduction of historical material available mm contemporary
sources, Including biographies, memoirs, and travelogues.
Furthermore, an analytical approach 1s employed to link
political events with the stances of the scholars, attempting to
understand the motives that led to the choice of exile or
migration as final solutions m the conflict of wills between
knowledge and power.

2. Features of the Foundational Alhance between Authority and
the Scholarly Elite:

The establishment of the Ottoman state in Algeria was not
merely a transient military event or a shift in the map of regional
mfluence; rather, it was a strategic response to a pressing
religious and social necessity formulated by the Algerian
scholarly elite. Amidst the existential threat posed by Spanish
mcursions and the fall of Andalusian cities, the scholars of
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Algeria viewed the "Barbarossa Brothers" as the only force
capable of protecting the heart of Islam and safeguarding the
mtegrity of the territory. Consequently, the relationship between
the Turkish ruler and the local scholar was founded on a solid
reciprocal basis: "Legitimacy in exchange for Protection." The
Ulama volunteered to provide spiritual cover and legal
justification for the incoming authority, transforming the
Ottoman presence from a mere military power mto a socially
accepted political entity, viewed as a sacred Jihad and a
stattoning 1n the path of God (Rrbad, rather than a foreign
occupation.

2.1 The Ulama as a Reference for Political Legitimacy:

By tracing the accounts of Haj Ahmed al-Shanf al-Zahar
and examining the contemporary historical material of that era,
it becomes evident that the Ulama did not occupy marginal or
subordinate roles. Instead, they formed the essential pillar upon
which the Ottomans relied to establish their presence and
consolidate their rule m an environment that was foreign to
them 1n language, ethnicity, and culture. The fatwas and letters
sent by the notables and scholars of major urban centers (such
as Algiers, Constantine, and Tlemcen) transcended the
boundaries of religious advice. They became "pohitical pledges
of allegiance" (Sokouk Mubayaa) and unwritten constitutional
documents, transforming these leaders from across the seas into

legitimate rulers whose obedience was mandatory under Islamic
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Sharia. This bestowed a legal character upon the exercise of
power within the Regency (Al-Zahar, 1974, pp. 45-46) .

2.2 The Political and Regulatory Function of the Religious
Institution:

The nfluence of the Ulama was not confined to the
physical spaces of mosques and Zawayas; rather, 1t extended to
form a weighty "moral authority" that stood as a parallel force to
political and military power. The elite scholars assumed
positions of Muftis and Judges and secured permanent seats in
the "Diwan" (the Supreme Adwvisory Council). This enabled
them to exercise the role of a Sharia-based regulator over the
decisions of Deys and Pashas, aligning them with the higher
objectives of Sharia (Maqgasid). This delicate balance between
the "Men of the Sword" and the "Men of the Pen" created a state
of deep social stability; the scholar became the refuge to whom
the subjects hurried to redress grievances, and the formidable
political interlocutor whose voice no Ottoman ruler—during the
stages of strength—dared to ignore or bypass (Al-Antar1, 2007,
p. 112)

2.3 Economic Immunity and Scholarly Independence The
Wagf:

system (endowments) played a fundamental and vital role
m enhancing the status of the Ulama and ensuring their
independence from the fluctuations of political whims.
Generous Ottoman patronage of the endowments belonging to
Zawayas, schools, and shrines was not merely a manifestation of
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religious piety; 1t was a political vision aimed at ensuring the
stability of an educated middle class loyal to the state that
sponsored 1its material existence. This financial prosperity
allowed the Ulama to build extensive and powerful social
networks across all segments of the populace. This made them
a formidable social force, possessing the keys to mobilizing or
calming public opinion according to the supreme mterests of
the country, thereby reinforcing the scholar's position as an
authentic partner in managing the affairs of the Regency
(Saadallah, 1998, p. 21)5).

3.Causes of the Rupture and the Shift of Scholars Toward
Political Opposition:

The strategic alliance that prevailled during the early
Ottoman era was not destined for historical continuity until the
end of that period. A "nft" began to appear clearly in the
structure of the relationship as the political orientations of the
rulers changed, particularly during the reigns of the "Pashas" and
the "Deys." Structural economic and social crises emerged,
prompting the authority to revise its mode of teraction with
the scholarly elite, transforming them from foundational
partners into potential adversaries. This dramatic shift can be
analyzed through the following pivotal factors:

3.1 Poltical Isolattomsm and the Adoption of Coercive
Policies:

After the stabilization of military conditions and the fading

of the direct Spanish threat, the ruling class began to lean toward
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political 1solation from the subjects. The participatory language
of "consultation" (Mushawara) with the scholars was replaced by
a top-down military "dictation." This trend produced an elitist
ruling class that monopolized decision-making centers and
excluded the local component (the indigenous population and
their elite) from effective participation in managing the affairs of
the Regency. By analyzing pivotal events, such as the "Ibn al-
Sakhri" revolt (1637 AD), we clearly sense the degree of cruelty
with which the authority confronted not only military rebels but
even scholars who showed sympathy for popular demands or
refused to provide the legal (sharia) cover to justify
administrative 1mnjustice. This  official ngidity led to a
fundamental transformation 1n the scholar's role, as he shifted
from being a partner in stabilizing the rule to becoming the
"spokesperson" for popular opposition and its living conscience
(Saadallah, 1998, p. 412).
3.2 The Financial Crisis and the Policy of "Exorbitant Taxation":
The decline in revenues from "Mariime Activity" (Jihad al-
Bahn represented a dangerous turning point in the relationship
between the two parties. The authority, which previously funded
the scholars' privileges and supported the Zawrvas through
external spoils, was forced—under the weight of financial
deficits—to 1mmpose heavy and nnovative taxes known as
"Gharamat" or illegal "Magharim." The matter was not limited to
the material aspect; the Ottoman administration also attempted
to exploit the spiritual and symbolic capital of the scholars to
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market and legiimize these taxes among the populace. When
the scholarly elite maintained their rejection of this "fiscal
mjustice" (ALHayf al-Jibal) based on jurisprudential principles,
a direct clash occurred with the administration. The latter
viewed this refusal as an existential threat to the state's financial
mtegrity, prompting rulers in the later stages to marginalize the
religious mstitution and attempt to undermine its economic
mdependence to ensure its subordination (Al-Zahar, 1974, p.
118).

3.3 The Widening Gap Between the "Makhzen' and the
"Subjects" (Raiyya):

The Ottoman system relied on the "Makhzen Tribes'
mechanism for tax collection and maintaining security, which
created a class system based on granting privileges and
exemptions to certain loyalties in exchange for exhausting and
overtaxing other tribes. In this tense atmosphere, the scholar
found himself facing an ethical and political dilemma: either
absolute loyalty to the state apparatus to preserve personal gains
or aligning with the oppressed subjects (Raiyya). Based on the
accounts of the historian "Saleh Al-Antar1" in his documentation
of the events in the Beylik of the East, we observe that a wide
sector of scholars chose the opposition camp, rejecting the
practices of the Makhzen tribes. This choice made them a direct
target for retahiatory policies that included dismissal from office,
confiscation of property, and even the use of exile and forced
displacement as weapons (Al-Antari, 2007, p. 94).
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4. Manifestations of Political Repression (Exile and Migration
as Tools to Break the Elite):

When the Ottoman administration 1n 1its late stages
exhausted all means of "soft containment" and methods of
material inducement toward the scholars, it moved into a phase
of explicit and systematic confrontation. The goal of activating
methods of political deterrence was not merely to inflict physical
punishment on dissidents; rather, it aimed fundamentally at the
"radical 1solation" of the scholar from his popular base, stripping
him of his spiritual and symbolic authority, which had come to
pose a real threat to the stability of the eroding Ottoman entity.
4.1 The Policy of Exile and Forced Displacement:

The Ottoman authority considered that the presence of an
opposing scholar within his social environment provided
constant fuel for incitement and protest. Therefore, 1t resorted
to "exile" as a strategic political penalty to remove the "itellectual
heads" from the major urban centers (Algiers, Constantine,
Tlemcen). By tracing the paths of repression in the Beyliks of
the Fast and West, we find that exile specifically targeted
scholars who refused to bless the fiscal policies and "Magharim"
(illegal taxes) imposed by the Deys. Based on the accounts of
Saleh Al-Antar1, the deportation of scholars was not a
spontaneous or simple disciplinary measure; rather, 1t was
carried out according to deliberate administrative plans aimed
at dismantling the symbolism of the ancient "Scholarly Houses "
.that had 1inherited a natural resistance aganst the despotism of
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authority. This led to the destabilization of the traditional social
structure that had protected the subjects (Raiyya) from the
oppression of the administration (Al-Antari, 2007, p. 142).
4.2 Voluntary Migration: Escaping with Knowledge and Faith:
In the face of the systematic restrictions on scholarly
freedoms and the arbitrary confiscations that targeted
endowments (Awgqal), stripping scholars of their financial
mdependence, many felt they had no choice but to take the path
of "'migration" toward major Islamic urban centers such as
Tunis, Marrakesh, Cairo, and the Hyaz. This migration was not
a flight from poverty or a pursuit of livelihood; rather, 1t was an
eloquent cry of political protest expressing a radical "discontent”
with the ruling system. These successive waves caused a severe
"Intellectual drain" that disrupted Algenia's cultural balance. The
country lost the cream of its elite, who preferred to live under
the patronage of states providing a mimmmum of dignity and
scholarly autonomy. This later cleared the way for the authority
to appoint "loyalist" scholars who would sing its praises and
legitimize 1ts decisions with superficial religious justifications

(Saadallah, 1998, p. 38)5).

4.3The Impact of the Rupture on the Cultural and Political
Landscape:

The transformation of the scholar from a "strategic ally"
and foundational partner at the beginning of the Ottoman era
to an "exile and fugitive" by its end directly contributed to the

YLD
The International Journal of Human Studies




The Ulama and the Ottoman Administration in Algeria (1518-1830): A Study of the
Duality of Loyalty and Confrontation (Migration and Exile as a Model)
Abdellaoui Mohammed

destabilization and weakening of Algeria's internal front shortly
before 1830. The policies of repression created a deep rift and
an unbridgeable gap between the indigenous population (Ahal)
and the Ottoman authonty; the latter lost the 'legitimate
mtermediary" and social buffer that had historically functioned
as a safety valve, absorbing public resentment during crises. By
analyzing the historical conclusion of this dialectical conflict, we
conclude that the scholarly elite who were exiled or migrated
carried with them the seeds of national and political
consclousness that would later erupt in the resistance against the
French occupation. This demonstrates that Ottoman repression
did not break the will of the scholarly elite so much as it
transformed them mto a latent moral force residing outside the

boundaries of official authority (Al-Zahar, 1974, p. 162).

5.Models of Loyalist, Migrant, and Exiled Scholars:
5.1 Loyalist Scholars:

These were the scholars who maintained a "thin thread of
diplomacy" (Sharat Muawiya) with the authorty. They
occupled official positions (the Judiciary, [Ifiaa, and the
Imamate) to ensure the continuity of the religious and legal
mstitutions within the Regency.
= Sheikh Ahmed bin Yusuf al-Milyanm (d. 927 AH / 1521 AD):

Sheikh Abu al-Abbas Ahmed bin Yusuf al-Rashidi al-
Milyani 1s considered one of the leading figures of Shadhil
Sufism 1n the tenth century AH (Saadallah, 1998, p. 154). He
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was renowned for his asceticism and vast knowledge, which
he acquired from the leading sheikhs of his time, such as
Zarruq al-Barnousi. He traveled m pursuit of knowledge
between Tlemcen, Mazouna, and Tenes (Al-Tilimsani, 1986,
p. 62). Despite facing persecution during the late Zayyanid
era i Tlemcen, he represented a political turning point
through his alliance with the Ottomans following the fall of
Granada and the occupation of Oran. This allance
contributed significantly to consolidating their influence n
the Western region (Saidouni, 1986, p. 88) . He enjoyed
great prestige even after his death, as Bey Mohammed el-
Kebir built a mausoleum and a mosque for him i the
eighteenth century. Consequently, his tomb became a
famous shrine in Miliana (Al-Mili, 1986, p. 112).
» The Al-Fakkoun Family (Constantine):

The Al-Fakkoun family, of Tamimi origin, 1s considered
one of the most ancient scholarly lineages in Constantine. Their
loyalty to the Ottomans was established following the secession
of the "Abd al-Mumin" family from official obedience (Al-
Fakkoun, 1987, p. 45). The authority rewarded the Al-Fakkoun
family by granting them the positions of Judiciary (Qada), the
Imamate, and the Preachership (Khutba) at the Great Mosque,
which provided them with both "prestige and wealth." This
loyalty was clearly manifested in their opposition to the "Ibn al-
Ahrash" sedition and the "Ibn al-Sakhri" revolt; consequently,
the Pashas corresponded with them using expressions of
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glorification and esteem (Al-Fakkoun, 1987, pp. 52-54). In
exchange for this role, the Al-Fakkoun family received
exceptional prvileges, mcluding the exemption of therr
properties and servants from taxes, fines (Gharamad, and
forced labor (Corvée). Additionally, they obtained material
rights from the fruit and vegetable markets and the endowments
(Awgah of the Great Mosque, making them the foremost
spiritual and material power i the Beylik of the East
(Saadallah, 1998, p. 210).

* The Al-Buni Family (Annaba):

The Al-Bumi family (from the Tamimi Mistah tribe)
dominated public opinion m the region of Bona (Annaba)
thanks to their scholarly continuity and perceived piety. Among
their most prominent figures was Sheikh Mohammed bin Sassi
al-Buni, whose word was highly influential among both the elite
and the common folk (Al-Buni, N.D, p. 34). The Al-Bum
family played the role of mediator and pacifier during periods
of crisis, particularly during the uprising of Ahmed bin al-Sakhri
(1637-1647 AD). During this time, the Ottoman authority
corresponded with them, emphasizing the need to persuade the
subjects (Ra1yya) to comply with the rule, based on the principle
that "obedience to the ruler 1s part of obedience to God" (Bin
Muhanna, 2005, p. 120).This amicable relationship continued
across generations, most notably during the time of Sheikh
Ahmed bin Qasim al-Buni, who was a close companion to the
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ruler Mohammed Bekdash at the beginning of the eighteenth

century (Saidouni, 2001, p. 145)-.

= Sheikh Mohammed bin Al al-Kharrubi (d. 963 AH / 1556
AD):

Al-Kharrubi al-Tarabulsi al-Jaza'iri 1s considered one of
the most prominent jurists and Sufis who dedicated their
knowledge and writings to serving the Shadhili order and
strengthening the foundations of Ottoman rule 1n its early stages
(Al-Kharrubi, 1970, p. 12) . Owing to his eloquence and
expertise in political affairs, he gained the trust of the Ottomans,
who appointed him as their ambassador to the Saadi Sultans of
Morocco on two occasions (in 959 AH and 961 AH) to discuss
border-related issues (Ilter, 1989, p. 204).  Although his first
embassy was unsuccessful, his scholarly and diplomatic activities
contributed directly to laying the pillars of the Regency and
consolidating its legitimacy (Ilter, 1989, p. 210).

» Sheikh Said al-Maqqari (d. circa 928 AH and thereafter):

He belonged to an ancient Tlemcenian family and 1s
considered one of the polymath scholars who excelled in both
the transmitted sciences (A-Ulum al-Nagliyya) and the rational
sciences (A-Ulum al-Aqliyya), such as arithmetic, geometry,
and medicine (Al-Maqqari, 1968, p. 320). His scholarly
standing qualified him to serve as the Mufti of Tlemcen and the
preacher (Khatb) of its Great Mosque for forty-five years. Al-
Maqqari represented the model of the "Ofticial Scholar" (AZim
al-Rasm), who was fully mtegrated into the official religious
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office under the Ottoman umbrella. He was entrusted with the
tasks of 1ssuing fatrwas, teaching, and preaching, which
established him as a scholarly and political reference m the
Beylik of the West (Bouaziz, 2002, p. 272).

5.2 Migrant Scholars:

Migration represented a striking phenomenon i the
history of Ottoman Algeria, as a group of prominent scholars
and junists left the Regency for centers of intellectual influence
i the East and West. The reasons for this varied between
limited political horizons, the pursuit of scholarly recognition,
or escaping poverty and marginalization.
= Abd al-Razzaq bin Hammadush al-Jaza'iri (d. after 1168 AH

/ 1754 AD):

Ibn Hammadush represents the model of the "polymath"
scholar who did not find his fortune in prestige or wealth within
his aty, Algiers (Hammadush al-Jazair, 2003, p. 45). He
devoted himself to the study of medicine, chemistry, and
astronomy, and excelled m "The Science of Oak" (llm al-
Ballut—referring to maritime routes) and ballistics (bomb-
throwing/prospecting) (Saadallah, 1998, p. 312). Poverty and
the stagnation of his trade forced him into frequent travel; he
visited Tunis and Morocco (Fez, Meknes, and Tetouan) in
pursuit of both knowledge and trade, obtaining licenses (/Jjazas)
from the leading sheikhs of his ime (Saadallah, 1998, p. 315).
He left behind an mimmense scholarly legacy, mcluding his

medical book "Al-Jawhar al-Maknun fi Bahr al-Qanun" and
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works on the astrolabe and geography. He remained 1n constant

transit until his traces vanished after the year 1168 AH -

(Guenane, 1983, p. 18).

= Sheikh Abu Ras al-Nasir1 al-Muaskari (d. 1238 AH / 1823
AD):

The mvestigative scholar and polymath who was described
as the "Comprehensive Sea" (Al-Bahr al-Jami') (al-Nasiri, 1986,
p. 30). He lived a harsh childhood marked by poverty i the
outskirts of Mascara; however, with his brilliant mntellect, he
managed to master the sciences of his time—including
jurisprudence (Figh), Hadith, and principles of faith (Usul)—
while traveling between Mazouna, Tunis, and Morocco
(Bouaziz, 2002, p. 142). His journeys to the East and West were
not merely for academic attainment; they were also for debating
and negotiating scholarly, judicial, and religious matters (al-
Nasiri, 1984, p. 42). He left behind a prolific output of
marginalia (Hawashi), commentaries, and historical works, such
as "Aja'tb al-Asfar wa Lataif al-Akhbar" and "Dar' al-Shagawa i
Harb Dargawa" (al-Nasiri, 1984, p. 11)).

» Sheikh Ahmed al-Magqari al-Tilimsani (d. 1041 AH / 1632
AD):

The renowned historian, man of letters, and polymath
(Haft2), who was born in Tlemcen and raised under the
patronage of his uncle, the leading spiritual figure (Quth) Said
al-Maqqar1 (Al-Maqqari, 1968, p. 10). He moved to Fez and
Marrakesh, where he gained great favor with the Saadi Sultan al-
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Mansur, and was appointed to the positions of preacher
(Khatb) and Mufirat the University of al-Qarawiyyin (Saadallah,
1998, p. 340). Due to the political instability and his fear of civil
strife (Fitna), he declared his intention to perform the Hay and
permanently migrated to the East in 1027 AH. He settled in
Egypt and wisited Jerusalem and Damascus, where he dictated
Hadith lessons near the Prophet’s 2 tomb seven times (Al-
Tihmsani, 1986, p. 90). He bequeathed to the Umimah the
greatest Andalusian encyclopedia, "Nafh al-Tib", and passed
away m Carro while preparing to return to Damascus (Al-
Maqqari, 1939, p. 25).

= Sheikh Mohammed bin Al al-Senussi (d. 1859 AD):

The founder of the Senuss1 Order, born 1n the outskirts
of Mostaganem and raised 1in a household of knowledge and
virtue. He studied under the leading sheikhs of Mazouna and
Mascara, such as Abu Ras al-Nasir1 (Shukri, 1948, p. 14). He
spent his life "on the wing of travel," observing the conditions of
Islamic peoples during his long journeys, which helped him
establish his call (Da'wa) that originated from Cyrenaica in Libya
(the White Zawiya) (Al-Senussi, 1339H, p. 22). He left behind
valuable works on the reform of practice through the Hadith
and the Quran, passing away at the peak of his personal and
missionary endeavor (Al-Muwaylihi, 1899, p. 40).

» Sheikh Yahya al-Shawi al-Milyani (d. 1096 AH / 1685 AD):

A Maliki jurist and exegete, born in Miliana. He received
his education between the Magaja Zawiya, Tlemcen, and Algiers
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(Al-Shawi, 2004, p. 55). Driven by his great personal and
scholarly ambition, he chose to migrate to the Eastin 1061 AH,
where he held the position of Maliki Mufti and taught at Al-
Azhar Al-Shanf (Al-Qadiri, 1951, p. 160). His fame reached
Istanbul, where he participated in scholarly debates in the
presence of the Ottoman Sultan and gained favor with the
"Grand Vizier" (Al-Muhibbi, N.D, p. 480). He passed away on
board a pilgrim ship, leaving behind mmportant margmaha
(Hawashi) and treatises on grammar, theology (7awhid), and
the principles of jurisprudence (Al-Baghdadi, 1951, p. 530).
5.3 The Exiled Scholars:

"Exile" served as a punitive tool used by the Ottoman
authority to reshape the religious and political landscape. This
punishment was not restricted to political opponents but also
extended to prominent jurists and judges as a result of intrigues
or attempts at reform.
 Ibn al-Kammad al-Qusantim (d. 1116 AH / 1704 AD):

He was Sheikh Abu Abdullah Mohammed bin Ahmed,
of Hasani noble descent, who was described as "our peerless
sheikh" (Al-Fakkoun, 1987, p. 182). He held the position of the
Chief Judge (Qadi al-Jama'a) in Constantine and was an
eloquent orator, masterful i logic and the principles of faith
(Usul) (Saadallah, 1998, p. 266). Despite his high scholarly
status, "unethical competition" and malicious complaints led the
Algerian military (Askar al-Jaza'ir) to demolish his home. This
forced him to choose migration toward Fez and Tetouan to
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escape the heat of personal disputes, expressing the bitterness
of alienation by saying: "How my soul grieves for the eclipse of
the sun of knowledge and the humihation of strangers (Filali,
2002, p. 144).

= Al-Mawla Ali (11th Century AH):

He represents the model of a scholar involved 1 politics
with a strong oratorical presence. He arrived in Constantine as
a guest of the Al-Fakkoun family, then moved to the capital,
where he briefly held independent authority (/mara) (Saadallah,
1998, p. 270). Due to his attempts to restore the Sultan's
mfluence over the Odjak (military corps), the Ottoman
authorities turned against him. He faced a severe ordeal that
ended with his exile and the confiscation of his family and
property; he was expelled from Algeria and settled in Tunis,
where he remained an outcast until his death (Saadallah, 1998,
p. 272).

» Sheikh Said Qaddura (d. 1066 AH / 1656 AD):

Known as the "Mutti of Islam" and a leading authority in
the rational sciences (A-Maqul). Born in Algiers to a family of
Tunisian origin, he was renowned for his asceticism, piety, and
prestigious status at the "Palace Mosque" (Jami' al-Balai
(Qaddura, N.D, p. 105). He enjoyed great tavor with the Pashas,
who prioritized him even over the Hanafi Mufti. However, his
scholarly success and management of endowments (Awgaf
mcited the envy of his rivals, who orchestrated a plot that led to
his expulsion by order of the Algerian military and his exile to
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Istanbul to dispose of him (Al-Tilimsani, 1986, p. 134). Despite
his triumph over his rivals and his subsequent return, the
tragedy of exile and defamation continued to haunt his famuily;
his son was later murdered 1n a political conspiracy just one year
after assuming the position of Mufti (Saidouni, 2001, p. 190).
» Mohammed bin Ahmed bin Malik (Maliki Judge):

A prominent scholar and teacher who assumed the Maliki

judgeship in 1210 AH (Bin Muhanna, 2005, p. 142). He faced

27

a harsh political ordeal due to his marriage alliance with Al
Khodja, who had revolted against Mustata Pasha. The Pasha
sentenced him to exile i the village of Kolea, suspended him
from teaching, and separated him from his students and
children (Khodja, 1982, p. 88). His position as the "Judge of
Islam" did not protect him until the Pasha's advisors itervened,
convincing him of the danger of exiling one of the great men of
the Mushms. Consequently, a pardon was issued, and he
returned to Algiers after several days of banishment (Saadallah,
1998, p. 410).

6. Conclusion:

This study represents an attempt to elucidate the complex
and dialectical nature of the relationship between the scholarly
elite and the Ottoman administration in Algeria—a relationship
that underwent profound dramatic shifts over the course of
three centuries. The research reveals that this interaction began
as a solid strategic alliance; scholars granted the nascent
Ottoman authority the religious and social legiimacy necessary
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to consolidate the state’s pillars and unify the ranks, in exchange
for the authority's commitment to protecting the frontiers
(Thughur) and defending regional sovereignty under the banner
of Jihad.

As time progressed, administrative dynamics shifted, and
economic crises escalated, signs of a rift became clearly evident.
The scholars transitioned from the role of strategic partners and
supporters of the authority to that of critics and opponents of
fiscal policies, illegal levies, and administrative despotism. This
transformation prompted the authority to activate tools of
political repression, which reached their peak m operations of
exile and forced displacement aimed at 1solating scholars from
their popular base.

The study has reached several fundamental conclusions, most
notably that the shift m the Ottoman philosophy of
governance—from a "State of Jihad" to a "Fiscal State" (State of
Taxation)—was the primary driver behind the collapse of the
political contract between the authority and the elite.
Furthermore, 1t has been proven that the use of "Exile" was not
merely a criminal penalty but a calculated political strategy to
undermine influential scholarly houses. Conversely, "Voluntary
Migration" emerged as an act of resistance and a cry of protest
that preserved the independence of knowledge, even though it
caused an 1ntellectual drain that weakened Algeria's mternal
front.
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In conclusion, this rupture led to the erosion of the authority's
political legiimacy prior to 1830, paving the way for the historic
fall to the French occupation. Accordingly, the researcher
recommends the necessity of expanding the study of local
endowment (Awqaf) documents to understand the mmpact of
exile on the economic status of scholars, and to focus on editing
the letters and manuscripts of "Exile Literature" (Adab al-
Mantfa), while academically rehabilitating the scholarly figures
whose roles were obscured due to their oppositional stances
toward the authorit
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Applying Selinker’s Theory to Error Correction among Learners of French: Sacred
Heart Catholic College, Ijebu-Ode as a Case Study Garba Malik

1.Introduction

In today’s increasingly multihngual and nterconnected
world, understanding how learners acquire a second language
remains a central concern i applied hnguistics. Within this
field, error analysis has long been recognized as a valuable tool
for examining the developmental processes underlying second
language acquisiion. Corder (1967) famously observed that
“errors are not random; they are evidence of the learner’s
evolving system” (p. 167), highhghting those errors provide
msight mto learners’ mternalized rules. Similarly, Ellis (2008)
notes that “studying learners’ errors allows us to understand the
processes by which learners internalize the target language” (p.
52).

In multlingual African classrooms, French as Foreign
Language (FFL) learners often operate within complex linguistic
environments. Many learners possess Igbo or Yoruba as a first
language (LL1) and English as an additional language before
encountering French as a second or third language. Bamgbose
(1991) argues that “the multilingual African learner negotiates
multiple hinguistic systems, which often mteract in ways that
shape second language learning outcomes” (p. 34). This layered
multilingual background creates fertile ground for cross-
linguistic influence. Consequently, learners frequently produce
systematic errors reflecting L1 transfer, overgeneralization of 1.2
rules, structural simplification, and, 1 some cases, fossilization
of persistent forms. As Selinker (1972) explamns, “the
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mterlanguage 1s a dynamic, evolving linguistic system, distinct
from both the .1 and L2, which explains the systematic nature
of learners’ errors” (p. 219).

This study focuses on seven Senior Secondary School One
(SS1) learners — four Igbo speakers and three Yoruba speakers
— analyzing both their written and oral productions in French.
The data include spontaneous oral responses, structured written
tasks, and translation exercises from English-to-French and L1-
to-French. The central objective 1s to classify and examine
learners’ errors through the lens of Selinker’s interlanguage
theory (1972). As Gass and Selinker (2008) emphasize,
“understanding why learners make errors 1s as mimportant as
identifying what the errors are, because it mforms effective
correction and teaching strategies” (p. 45). By interpreting
errors as manifestations of an evolving linguistic system rather
than 1solated maccuracies, the study seeks to demonstrate how
theoretical mnsight can inform constructive, stage-appropriate
correction.

Interlanguage theory posits that second language learners
develop an independent and dynamic linguistic system that 1s
distinct from both the L1 and the target language (I.2). This
evolving system 1s shaped by processes such as language
transfer, overgeneralization of target language rules,
simplification ~ strategies, communication strategies, and
fossilization. Odlin (1989) states that “transfer 1s only one of the
many factors affecting the interlanguage; overgeneralization and
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simplification play equally significant roles” (p. 102). Viewing
learner’s language through this framework allows educators to
move beyond 1dentifying when errors occur and towards
understanding why they occur. Such understanding 1s crucial for
designing corrective feedback that aligns with the learner’s
developmental stage rather than merely addressing surface-level
deviations (Lightbown & Spada, 2013, p. 91).

By situating classroom error correction within a
theoretically grounded model of language development, this
study contributes to applied hnguistics, FFL pedagogy, and
multilingual education m African contexts. Nassajp (2017)
observes that “effective error correction requires both
theoretical understanding and practical intervention; addressing
only surface errors is insufficient” (p. 77). This study highlights
the mmportance of interpreting learners’ errors systematically
and demonstrates how interlanguage-informed correction can
reduce fossilization and promote progressive restructuring of
the learner’s linguistic system. Ultimately, the study argues for a
more cognitively informed and developmentally sensitive
approach to FFL teaching in multilingual settings.

2. Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative, contrastive research design
grounded 1n the systematic analysis of learners’ productions
from seven Senior Secondary School One (SS1) learners — four
Igbo L1 speakers and three Yoruba L1 speakers — studying
French as a Foreign Language (FFL) at Sacred Heart Catholic
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College, I)ebu-Ode, Ogun State, Nigeria. The school context
provides a representative multilingual learning environment in
which French 1s offered as an elective alongside Yoruba
language and Food and Nutrition, in addition to the compulsory
English language curriculum.

The selection of seven participants reflects the total
number of SS1 students m this school who opted to study
French. Out of a total cohort of 120 SS1 students, 32 are in the
Arts department, from which students mtending to pursue
higher education in fields such as Law or Mass Communication
choose a language elective. Among this group of learners, only
seven students opted for French, comprising four Igbo L1
speakers and three Yoruba L1 speakers. This purposive
sampling strategy allows for an in-depth examination of
individual learner interlanguage systems and the 1dentification
of recurrent patterns in a multilingual context.

Data were collected through a series of structured
classroom tasks designed to elicit both spontaneous and
controlled language production. These tasks mcluded LI1-to-
French translations, English-to-French translations, guided
written compositions, and short oral responses. The tasks were
specifically selected to encourage the emergence of grammatical
and lexical structures commonly associated with L1 transfer,
overgeneralization of L2 rules, structural simplhification, and
fossilization.

LD
37 The International Journal of Human Studies




Applying Selinker’s Theory to Error Correction among Learners of French: Sacred
Heart Catholic College, Ijebu-Ode as a Case Study Garba Malik

38

The analytical framework 1s based on Selinker’s (1972)
mterlanguage theory. Learners’ errors were first identified and
coded, then classified according to their probable source: L1
transfer, overgeneralization, simplification, or fossilization.
Classification was guided by contrastive comparison between
learners’ L1 structures and standard French forms, as well as by
reference to establish descriptions of French grammar. The
analysis focuses on systematic and recurrent patterns rather than
1solated deviations. The objective 1s not to produce an
exhaustive mventory of learners’ errors, but to illustrate how
understanding the internal logic of learner’s interlanguage can
mform developmentally appropriate and pedagogically
constructive corrective strategies.

Data were presented through detailed examples to ensure
analytical transparency and pedagogical clanty. Ethical
considerations were respected, and participants’
1dentities/names remain anonymous throughout the study.

2.1 Theoretical Framework

This study 1s grounded 1n Selinker’s (1972) interlanguage
theory, which conceptualizes second language acquisition as the
development of a dynamic and evolving inguistic system distinct
from both the learner’s first language (I.L1) and the target
language (I.2). It 1s however noteworthy that French represents
the third language or L3 of the SS1 learners of this target
language where Igbo /Yoruba is the L1 while English constitutes
the L2 respectively. Selinker posits that learner’s language 1s
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systematic and internally structured, reflecting cognitive
strategies rather than random dewviation. Errors, therefore, are
not signs of failure but evidence of rule formation within an
mtermediate hinguistic system.

According to interlanguage theory, learner’s production 1s
shaped by 1dentifiable psycholinguistic processes, including
language transfer (from L1 or another acquired language),
overgeneralization of target language rules, simplification
strategles, communication strategies, and fossilization. These
processes interact to form what Selinker terms the interlanguage
— a transitional yet structured system that evolves as learners
gain exposure to and practice 1n the target language. Recent
research confirms the continued relevance of this construct
where Mabekoje (2026) and Barone (2024) argue that “the
concept of mterlanguage... continues to play a central role
understanding learners’ evolving linguistic systems and their
implications for language teaching” (p. 81). Smmilarly, Ndlovu
and Chikosi (2023) note that “interlanguage provides a critical
lens for diagnosing learner’s errors and developing
pedagogically sound corrective strategies” (p. 4.).

A central principle of the theory 1s that interlanguage
development 1s systematic but variable. At any given stage,
learners operate with mternally coherent rules that may differ
from both L1 and 1.2 norms. For multilingual learners, such as
those 1n the present study who speak Igbo or Yoruba and have
prior knowledge of English before learning French, multiple
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sources of transfer may influence interlanguage construction.
Recent studies emphasize that interlanguage 1s shaped by both
L1 and previously acquired L2 influences, highlighting the need
for contrastive analysis mm multilngual contexts (Akpan &
Adeyemi, 2022, p. 112; Mbatha, 2025, p. 97).

By applying this framework to the written and oral
productions of seven SS1 learners — four Igbo speakers and
three Yoruba speakers — this study interprets learners’ errors as
manifestations of developmental processes rather than 1solated
maccuracies. Interlanguage theory provides the analytical
foundation for classifying errors according to their source and
for understanding how certain forms may stabilize and risk
fossilization 1if not addressed appropriately. As argued by
Tamba (2022), “understanding the system of mterlanguage 1s
essential for designing effective instructional mterventions that
facihtate sustained language development” (p.66). This
perspective  supports pedagogically informed correction
strategies aimed at restructuring the learner’s evolving system
and promoting progressive, sustained language acquisition.

3. Error Analysis: Application of Interlanguage Theory

This section provides a structured examination of the
errors produced by seven SS1 students studying French as a
Foreign Language (FLE). The data analyzed consist of written
compositions, oral responses, and translation exercises from
English into French as well as from the learners’ first language
(LL1) into French. The identified errors were categorized based
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M

on the principal processes proposed m interlanguage theory,
namely:

1. L1 transfer (influence from Igbo or Yoruba)

1. L2 transfer (influence from English)

1. Overgeneralization of French grammatical rules

v. Simplification

v. Fossilization

Fach category 1s illustrated through authentic examples
drawn from the learners’ productions. In every case, the
learner’s output 1s compared with the correct French form, the
likely origin of the error 1s examined, and its cognitive and
pedagogical significance 1s discussed. The analysis focuses
primarily on recurring and systematic patterns of errors rather
than on 1solated mistakes, in order to demonstrate how msights
mmto learners’ mterlanguage development can inform more
effective instructional and corrective practices.

3.1 Transfer (Influence of the First Language)

L1 transfer occurs when learners rely on structures from
their first language while producing the target language. As
Selinker (1972) notes, language transfer is a key process in the
development of a learner’s interlanguage system. For learners
whose L1s are Igbo or Yoruba, differences 1n article usage, verb
conjugation, and sentence structure can affect theiwr French
output. The example below illustrates a genuine instance of 1.1
transfer.
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1. Student 1 (Igbo, oral)

Learner’s feedback: Je aller stade ce jour

Target Form: Je suis allée au stade ce matin.

Error Type: L1 Transfer

Analysis: In Igbo, verbs typically appear in their base form,
with tense indicated by separate adverbs rather than verb
mflection. The learner applies this structure to French, using the
mfinitive "aller" without the auxihiary "étre" to mark passé
compos¢.

Pedagogical Implication: Providing explicit instruction on
auxihary verbs in compound tenses, combined with guided oral
practice, can help learners internalize correct tense marking and
produce more accurate past-tense forms.

1. Student 2 (Igbo, written)

Learner’s feedback: Nous mangons r1z

Target Form: Nous mangeons du 11z

Error Type: L1 Transfer

Analysis: In Igbo, there are no articles, so learners often
omit them when writing in French. The absence of the partitive
"du" before "niz" reflects direct transfer from the learner’s L1.
Additionally, the verb 1s musspelled ( mangons instead of
mangeons), showing overgeneralization of a regular pattern, but
the primary error stemming from L1 influence 1s the missing
article.

Pedagogical Implication: Instruction should explicitly
address the use of French articles, especially partitive articles,
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while also remforcing correct subject-verb agreement in the
present tense. Repetitive exercises and written drills can help
learners mternalize these forms and reduce persistent L1-based
Omissions.
11. Student 3 (Yoruba, oral)

Learner’s feedback: Il venir semaine prochaine

Target Form: Il viendra la semaine prochaine

Error Type: L1 Transfer

Analysis: In Yoruba, verbs typically do not change form to
mdicate tense; temporal meaning 1s usually conveyed through
context or explicit time markers rather than through verb
inflection. The learner transfers this L1 feature to French,
producing the infinmitive “venir” instead of conjugating 1t in the
future tense. This illustrates how the learner’s interlanguage
relies on L1 strategies to communicate meaning, even when
there 1s a mix-up with the grammatical requirements of the target
language. It also highlights a tendency to simplify tense marking
by relying on temporal adverbs alone. Such patterns are
systematic rather than random and reveal an underlying
cognitive strategy in the learner’s developing French.

Pedagogical Implication: Teachers should provide
targeted instruction on future tense conjugation i French,
mcluding guided oral and written exercises. Contrastive
examples between Yoruba and French tense marking can help
learners 1nternalize the need for verb inflection, while
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contextualized practice encourages correct usage In
spontaneous speech.
iv. Student 4 (Yoruba, written)

Learner’s feedback: Elle manger repas

Target Form: Elle mange le repas

Error Type: L1 Transfer

Analysis: In Yoruba, noun phrases typically appear without
determiners equivalent to French articles. Consequently, the
omission of “le” in the learner’s production reflects the direct
mfluence of the 1.1 grammatical structure. This error illustrates
how L1 patterns regarding determiners can shape French
output.

Pedagogical Implication: Teachers should provide
targeted exercises emphasizing the use of articles in French
noun phrases to ensure learners internalize the necessity of
determiners.

v. Student 5 (Igbo, oral)

Learner’s feedback: Je parler avec pere

Target Form: Je parle avec mon pere

Error Type: L1 Transfer

Analysis: Igbo lacks possessive determiners similar to
French, so learners often omit them when producing French
sentences. Here, the absence of “mon” shows a transfer of the
learner’s LL1 structure into French, resulting in incomplete noun

phrase formation.
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Pedagogical Implication: Activities focusing on possessive
determiners, mcluding oral drills and sentence construction
tasks, can support learners i producing grammatically
complete French phrases.

vi. Student 6 (Yoruba, written)

Learner’s feedback : Nous aller école demain

Target Form: Nous allons a I’école demain

Error Type: L1 Transfer and Simplification

Analysis: This learner’s production reflects both 1.1
transfer and structural simplification. In Yoruba, similar
constructions do not require verb conjugation or prepositions
to mndicate tense and location. As a result, the learner omuts the
preposition “a” and uses the infimitive “aller” mstead of the
correctly conjugated form “allons,” demonstrating the
combined effect of L1 influence and simplification strategies.

Pedagogical Implication: Contrastive teaching that
explicitly compares Yoruba and French sentence structures,
especially for verb conjugation and preposition usage, can help
learners produce accurate sentences.

vil. Student 7 (Igbo, oral)

Learner’s feedback : Elle avoir seize ans

Target Form: Elle a seize ans

Error Type: L1 Transfer and Simplification

Analysis: The learner’s use of the infimtive “avoir” rather
than the conjugated form “a” highlights an L1 influence, as Igbo

verbs do not reflect for tense or agreement in the same way as
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French verbs. This simplification of the verbal structure results
i an incomplete sentence that deviates from standard French
grammar.

Pedagogical  Implication:  Guided oral  practice
emphasizing correct verb conjugation, particularly for high-
frequency verbs like “avoir,” can reinforce accurate
morphological usage and reduce L1 transfer errors.

Transfer (English Influence)

A noticeable pattern in the learners’ productions 1s the
influence of English on their French output. Across both oral
and written tasks, the seven SS1 students demonstrated
mstances where structures from English were transferred into
French. These examples highlight how prior knowledge of
English, as a previously acquired language, shapes the
development of their interlanguage system in French.

1. Student 1 (Igbo)

Learner’s feedback: Je suis écouter

Target Form: J’écoute

Error Type: 1.2 transfer and overgeneralization

Analysis: The learner inserts the auxiliary verb “étre” in an
attempt to murror the English present progressive construction
“I am lListening.” In French, however, the simple present tense
1s sufficient to convey ongoing actions. This reflects both an 1.2
transfer from English and overgeneralization of its syntactic
rules to French. The error demonstrates that learners often rely

LD
46 The International Journal of Human Studies




Applying Selinker’s Theory to Error Correction among Learners of French: Sacred
Heart Catholic College, Ijebu-Ode as a Case Study Garba Malik

on familiar structures from previously acquired languages when
confronted with unfamiliar target language patterns.

Pedagogical Implication: Instructors should explicitly
contrast French present-tense constructions with English
progressive forms and provide targeted oral exercises that
reinforce the correct use of simple present verbs. Frequent
modeling and corrective feedback can reduce fossilization of
such transferred structures.
1. Student 2 (Igbo)

Learner’s feedback: Je suis quatorze ans

Target Form: J’a1 quatorze ans

Error Type: 1.2 transfer and overgeneralization

Analysis: The learner literally translates the English phrase
“I am fourteen years old,” resulting in the misuse of the verb
“étre” mstead of the idiomatic French “avoir.” This indicates a
reliance on English syntactic patterns and an overgeneralization
that treats French structures as equivalent to those of English.
Such errors highlight the influence of a previously acquired 1.2
on the learner’s developing French interlanguage system.

Pedagogical Implication: Teachers should emphasize the
1diomatic use of “avoir” in French age expressions and design
written and oral drills that repeatedly contrast English and
French structures. Corrective feedback should remforce the
rule until the target form becomes iternalized.
1. Student 3 (Yoruba)

Learner’s feedback: Je suis jouer au basketball
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Target Form: Je joue au basketball

Error Type: L2 transfer and overgeneralization

Analysis: The learner applies the English auxiliary “to be”
to form the present continuous (“I am playing basketball”),
resulting 1 the erroneous use of “étre” with the mfimitive
“ljouer.” French present tense does not require this
construction, demonstrating that learners often overgeneralize
rules from a previously mastered L.2. This error illustrates the
complex mterplay of cognitive strategies and 1.2 iterference n
shaping mterlanguage.

Pedagogical Implication: Focused 1nstruction should
highlight verbs that do not take “étre” in French and reinforce
correct simple present usage. Oral practice, guided role-plays,
and immediate corrective feedback can help learners internalize
the appropriate structure.
1v. Student 4 (Yoruba)

Learner’s feedback: Je suis faim

Target Form: J’a1 faim

Error Type: 1.2 transfer and overgeneralization

Analysis: The learner directly translates the English
expression “I am hungry,” producing “étre” mstead of the
correct French “avoir.” This error demonstrates both 1.2
transfer and overgeneralization, revealing how learners map
familiar English syntactic and semantic patterns ito French. It
also underscores the tendency to treat idiomatic expressions in
the 1.2 as structurally similar to the L1.
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Pedagogical Implication: Teachers should provide
contrastive exercises that distinguish French constructions for
learners. Repetiion, modeling, and corrective feedback can
guide learners to internalize the correct use of “avoir” in such
expressions and prevent fossilization of transferred structures.
v. Student 5 (Igbo)

Learner’s feedback: Je suis écouter la musique

Target Form: J’écoute la musique.

Error Type: L2 transfer and overgeneralization

Analysis: The learner erroneously mnserts the auxihary verb
“étre” with the action verb “écouter,” mirroring the English
present progressive construction “I am listening to music.” This
overgeneralization indicates reliance on English syntax, where
the progressive requires an auxiliary, and shows that the learner
has not yet internalized the French rule that simple present
forms sutfice for ongoing actions. The persistence of this pattern
demonstrates how previously acquired 1.2 structures can shape
mterlanguage development.

Pedagogical Implication: Teachers should provide
repeated practice with French action verbs in the simple present
tense, emphasizing that auxihary verbs are not required. Oral
dnlls, modeling, and corrective feedback should be integrated
to ensure learners differentiate between English and French
tense constructions.

vi. Student 6 (Yoruba)

Learner’s feedback: Nous sommes bien
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Target Form: Nous allons bien.

Error Type: L2 transfer and simplification

Analysis: The learner substitutes “sommes” for the
1diomatic French expression “allons” to convey wellbeing, likely
mfluenced by the English structure “We are well.” This reflects
both simplification and L2 transfer, as the learner attempts to
map a famihar English pattern onto French without accounting
for 1diomatic usage. The error illustrates the mterplay between
structural transfer and semantic misalignment in interlanguage.

Pedagogical Implication: Teachers should explicitly teach
1diomatic expressions of well-being in French, contrasting them
with equivalent English constructions. Corrective exercises,
guided repetition, and contextualized dialogues can remforce
appropriate verb usage and reduce fossilized errors.
vil. Student 7 (Igbo)

Learner’s feedback: Je suis aller a I’école

Target Form: Je vais a I’école.

Error Type: 1.2 transfer and overgeneralization

Analysis: The learner applies the English present
progressive pattern “I am going to school” by using “étre” with
the mfimtive “aller.” This reflects a common L2 transfer error
and overgeneralization, as French requires the simple present
“le vais” for habitual or mmmediate actions. The error
demonstrates that interlanguage development 1s influenced by
prior 1.2 knowledge, and learners may temporarily rely on
familiar syntactic rules when producing target language forms.
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Pedagogical Implication: Instruction should focus on the
contrast between English progressive constructions and French
simple present forms. Targeted oral and written exercises, with
explicit corrective feedback and modeling of appropriate tense
usage, can help learners mternalize correct French structures
and prevent fossilization of transferred patterns.

3. Simplification

Another pattern evident in the learners’ productions 1s
simplification. In this process, learners tend to reduce
grammatical complexity by omitting elements such as auxiliary
verbs, agreement markers between subjects and verbs, or
required prepositions. Such reductions serve as strategies that
help learners manage the structural demands of French while
their Iinguistic system 1s still developing. Rather than being
random muistakes, these forms reveal systematic features of the
learners’ evolving terlanguage system. The following
examples, drawn from both written and oral tasks, illustrate
mstances of this phenomenon.

1. Student 1 (Igbo, oral)

Learner’s feedback: Ils est aller école

Target Form: Ils vont a I’école

Error Type: Simplification

Analysis: The learner produces a reduced sentence
structure m which several grammatical elements are either
omitted or incorrectly realized. The auxihary and appropriate
verb form expected n the present tense are not used, and the
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preposition “a,” which introduces the location “I’école,” 1s
absent. In spontaneous speech, learners often simplify
morphosyntactic structures by relying on basic lexical items
while omitting function words that require additional
processing. This reduction illustrates a common strategy in
developing interlanguage systems, where learners prioritize
communicative meaning over grammatical structures.

Pedagogical Implication: Teachers can address this
tendency through structured oral activiies that encourage
complete sentence production. Repetiion drills, guided
dialogue practice, and corrective feedback can help learners
gradually mcorporate necessary grammatical markers such as
prepositions and correct verb forms.
1. Student 2 (Igbo, written)

Learner’s feedback : Il bois eau

Target Form: Il boit de I'eau

Error Type: Simplification

Analysis: The learner omits the partitive article “de 1’,”
which 1s required in French when referring to an unspecified
quantity of a substance such as water. This omission reduces the
morphological complexity of the noun phrase and reflects a
simplification strategy in the learner’s written production. In
early stages of acquisition, learners frequently focus on content
words while excluding grammatical elements that appear less
essential for conveying meaning. As a result, the sentence retains
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its communicative value but lacks grammatical completeness
according to standard French structure.

Pedagogical Implication: Instruction should emphasize the
use of partiive articles in French, particularly in contexts
mvolving food and drink. Contrastive exercises and guided
writing activities can help learners recognize when such
grammatical markers are required.
11i. Student 3 (Yoruba, oral)

Learner’s feedback: Nous aller maison

Target Form: Nous allons a la maison

Error Type: Simplification

Analysis: In this production, the learner simplifies the
sentence by using the mfinitive form “aller” instead of the
correctly conjugated verb “allons,” and by omitting the
preposition “a,” which 1s required before the noun phrase “la
maison.” These omissions 1illustrate a strategy of structural
reduction n spoken language. Learners often rely on simplified
forms when attempting to communicate quickly, especially
when the correct morphological structures have not yet been
fully internalized. Such patterns demonstrate how interlanguage
systems evolve through gradual acquisiion of grammatical
markers.

Pedagogical Implication: Oral classroom activities that
focus on verb conjugation and prepositional usage can help
learners strengthen their control of these grammatical elements.
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Immediate corrective feedback during speaking exercises may
also improve accuracy.
iv. Student 4 (Yoruba, written)

Learner’s feedback: Elle finir devoir

Target Form: Elle finit son devoir

Error Type: Simplification

Analysis: The learner employs the imfimitive “finir” instead
of the conjugated verb “finit” and omits the possessive
determiner “son,” which specifies the relationship between the
subject and the noun “devoir.” These omissions reflect a
simplified sentence structure that reduces morphological
marking. Such smmplification 1s common 1in developing
mterlanguage systems, where learners mitially prioritize lexical
meaning while gradually acquiring the grammatical features
necessary for fully formed sentences n the target language.

Pedagogical Implication: Written practice focusing on
subject-verb agreement and possessive determiners can support
learners m producing grammatically complete sentences.
Exercises that require learners to reconstruct simplified
sentences mto full grammatical forms may also reinforce these
structures.
v. Student 5 (Igbo, oral)

Learner’s feedback : Je voir films

Target Form: Je vois les films

Error Type: Simplification
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Analysis: In this example, the learner uses the mfimtive
form “voir” imstead of the correctly conjugated present tense
form “vois.” In addition, the definite article “les” 1s omitted
before the plural noun “films.” These omissions reduce the
grammatical complexity of the sentence and illustrate a
simplification  strategy  often observed 1n  developing
mterlanguage systems. Learners at this stage tend to rely on
lexical meaning while minimizing morphological markers such
as verb inflections and articles. Although the message remains
understandable, the sentence lacks the grammatical features
required in standard French.

Pedagogical Implication: Oral practice focusing on verb
conjugation 1n the present tense and correct article usage can
help learners produce more complete sentence structures.
Repetiion exercises, short dialogues, and guided sentence
formation tasks can reinforce these grammatical elements.

vi. Student 6 (Yoruba, written)

Learner’s feedback: Tu lire livre

Target Form: Tu lis le Iivre.

Error Type: Simplification

Analysis: The learner simplifies the sentence by using the
infinitive form “lire” mstead of the conjugated form “lis,” and by

”»

omitting the defimte article “le.” Such reductions are
characteristic of early stages of language acquisiion, where
learners prioritize conveying the main idea while minimizing

grammatical complexity. The absence of the article and the lack
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of subject-verb agreement indicate that the learner has not yet
fully internalized the morphological rules governing French
sentence structure.

Pedagogical Implication: Structured writing exercises that
emphasize verb conjugation and article placement can support
learners m producing grammatically accurate sentences.
Activities such as sentence completion, guided rewriting, and
corrective feedback may help reinforce these forms.

vil. Student 7 (Igbo, oral)

Learner’s feednack : Nous aller parc ce jour

Target Form: Nous allons au parc aujourd’hui.

Error Type: Simplification

Analysis: The learner employs the mfinitive “aller” instead
of the correctly conjugated form “allons” and omits the
prepositional contraction “au,” which 1s required before the
noun “parc.” These omissions illustrate a sstmplification strategy
in which the learner reduces the number of grammatical
elements 1n the sentence while still attempting to convey the
mtended meaning. Such patterns are common 1n spontaneous
speech, where learners often rely on simplified structures when
the appropriate morphological forms have not yet been fully
acquired.

Pedagogical Implication: Oral storytelling activities and
guided conversational practice can help learners develop greater
control over verb conjugation and prepositional usage. Regular
modeling of complete sentence structures, combined with
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corrective feedback, may gradually mmprove grammatical
accuracy.
4. Fossilization

Fossilization refers to the phenomenon where certain
errors 1n a learner’s interlanguage become fixed and resistant to
correction, even after repeated exposure to the target language.
These errors are usually systematic and recurrent,
demonstrating stable patterns rather than occasional slips.
Fossilized forms can appear i both oral and written language,
as llustrated by examples from seven SS1 students learning
French.

1. Student 1 (Igbo, oral)

Learner’s feedback: Je suis manger

Target Form: Je mange

Error Type: Fossilization with 1.2 transfer

Analysis: In this example, the learner continues to apply
the English progressive structure m oral French, despite
repeated correction. The persistent use of “je suis manger”
shows that the error has become entrenched in the learner’s
spoken terlanguage, reflecting a partially fossilized form
influenced by the native language.

Pedagogical Implication: To address this, consistent oral
practice and corrective feedback are necessary, emphasizing the
correct use of French present-tense verbs to gradually replace
the fossilized pattern.
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1. Student 2 (Igbo, written)

Learner’s feedback: Je suis quatorze ans

Target Form: J’a1 quatorze ans

Error Type: Fossilization with 1.2 transfer

Analysis: This written error demonstrates the learner’s
repeated substitution of “étre” for “avoir” when expressing age,
likely influenced by English structures. The recurrence of this
mistake indicates a fossilized pattern that persists in the learner’s
written mterlanguage structure.

Pedagogical Implication: Instruction should focus on
explicit contrastive teaching between French and English
constructions. Repeated written exercises highlighting the
correct use of “avorr” m age expressions can help gradually
reduce fossilization.

1. Student 3 (Yoruba, oral)

Learner’s feedback: Je suis aller a I’école

Target Form: Je vais a I’école

Error Type: Fossilization with 1.2 transfer

Analysis: Here, the learner continues to use the wrong
auxihary verb i spoken French, reflecting a fossilized influence
of English grammar. The repeated use of “je suis aller” instead
of “je vais” shows that the learner’s mterlanguage has stabilized
around an mcorrect pattern.

Pedagogical Implication: Focused oral dnlls and
mmmediate corrective feedback are essential. Repetitive
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modeling of the correct present-tense form can help learners
gradually overcome the fossilized structure in their speech.
iv. Student 4 (Yoruba, written)

Learner Production: Je vous manque

Target Form: Vous me manquez

Error Type: Fossilization with overgeneralization

Analysis: In this example, the learner produces the
sentence “Je vous manque” instead of the correct structure
“Vous me manquez.” The error reflects a restructuring of the
sentence based on a generalized subject-verb pattern i which
the speaker 1s assumed to be the grammatical subject of the
verb. However, the verb ‘manquer’ in French requires an
mverse argument structure where the person experiencing the
feeling functions as the subject, while the person who 1s missed
appears as an indirect object. The learner’s production suggests
that the mterlanguage system has stabilized around a simplified
rule that aligns with more common subject-verb constructions.
This stabilization indicates a form of fossilization, where the
learner repeatedly applies an internalized rule despite the target
language requiring a different syntactic configuration.

Pedagogical Implication: To address this type of fossilized
error, instruction should focus on raising learners’ awareness of
verbs that require non-canonical argument structures in French,
such as ‘manquer’ and ‘plaire’. Providing contextuahized
examples and structured written practice that contrasts these
verbs with more regular subject-verb patterns can help learners
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restructure their interlanguage system. Continuous feedback
and exposure to authentic usage may gradually facilitate the
replacement of the fossiized form with the correct target
structure.
v. Student 5 (Igbo, oral)

Learner’s feedback: nous sommes aller au marché

Target Form: Nous allons au marché.

Error Type: Fossilization with overgeneralization

Analysis: In this example, the learner produces “nous
sommes aller au marché” instead of the correct present tense

9y

form “Nous allons au marché.” The learner appears to
construct the sentence using an auxihary verb followed by an
mfinitive or past participle, a pattern that 1s common 1n
compound tenses mn French. This suggests that the learner has
overgeneralized the auxihary-based structure when attempting
to express an action. The repeated use of this pattern in oral
production mdicates that the learner’s interlanguage system has
mternalized an incorrect rule for verb formation. The
persistence of this structure despite exposure to the correct form
suggests a degree of fossilization within the learner’s spoken
interlanguage.

Pedagogical Implication: Instruction should emphasize the
distinction between simple present forms and compound tense
constructions 1 French. Guded oral drlls, sentence
reformulation activities, and immediate corrective feedback can
help learners recognize when auxiliary verbs are required and
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when simple conjugated forms should be used. Regular
exposure to correct models In communicative contexts may
gradually help learners restructure their mterlanguage and
reduce the persistence of this error.

vi. Student 6 (Yoruba, written)

Learner’s feedback: Je suis faim

Target Form: J’a1 faim

Error Type: Fossilization with overgeneralization

Analysis: In this mstance, the learner produces “Je suis
faim” instead of the correct expression “J’ai faim.” The error
suggests that the learner interprets the state of hunger as an
adjectival condition that should be expressed with the verb
‘étre’. However, in French, hunger 1s expressed through the
verb ‘avoir’ followed by the noun ‘faim’. The learner therefore
restructures the sentence according to a more famihar subject-
copula pattern, applying a generalized rule in which states are
expressed with ‘étre’. The persistence of this construction in
written production indicates that the learner’s interlanguage has
stabilized around an incorrect rule, reflecting a form of
fossilization remforced by overgeneralization.

Pedagogical Implication: Teaching should emphasize
common French expressions that require the verb ‘avoir’ to
describe physical states, such as avoir faim, avorr soif, and avorr
peur. Through guided written practice, contextual examples,
and corrective feedback, learners can become more aware of
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these fixed structures and gradually adjust their interlanguage
system to align with the target language pattern.
vil. Student 7 (Igbo, oral)

Learner’s feedback: Je parlée avec frere hier

Target Form: J’a1 parlé hier avec mon frere

Error Type: Fossilization with overgeneralization

Analysis: In this example, the learner produces "Je parlée
avec frére hier" instead of the correct form "J’a1 parlé hier avec
mon frere." The error demonstrates two persistent 1ssues in the
learner’s mterlanguage: the mcorrect use of the past participle
ending -ée mstead of -¢é, and the omission or misuse of the
auxiliary verb ‘avoir’ required in the ‘passé composé’.
Additionally, the placement of temporal and object elements
reveal a simplification of French sentence structure, reflecting
an overgeneralized rule from prior learning. These recurrent
patterns indicate that the learner has stabilized an incorrect rule
in the spoken mterlanguage, a clear case of fossilization.

Pedagogical Implication: Targeted oral exercises that
emphasize correct auxiliary usage and past participle formation,
combined with explicit instruction on proper word order in
compound tenses, can help learners restructure their
interlanguage. Providing immediate corrective feedback during
storytelling activities or guided practice can gradually reduce the
persistence of these entrenched errors.
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4. CONCLUSION

This study demonstrates the practical application of
Selinker’s interlanguage theory (1972) in analyzing and
correcting errors among Senior Secondary School One (SS1)
learners of French as a Foreign Language (FLE) at the Sacred
Heart Catholic College, Ijebu-Ode, who have Igbo and Yoruba
as theiwr LL1. By examining both oral and written productions,
mcluding L1-to-French and English-to-French translations, the
research highlights the systematic nature of learners’ errors and
the cognitive processes underlying the development of their
mterlanguage system.

The analysis showed that learners’ errors are not random
deviations but rule-governed manifestations of 1.1 transfer, 1.2
transfer, overgeneralization, simplification, and fossilization.
These errors reflect learners’ attempts to apply known rules,
reduce linguistic complexity, or transfer structures from
previously acquired languages. Some errors persisted across
modalities, indicating fossilization, while others demonstrated
active attempts to mternalize and generalize French grammar.

By situating error analysis within Selinker’s theoretical
framework, this study offers pedagogically significant msights.
Understanding the mechanisms of learner’s interlanguage
system enables teachers to implement targeted corrective
strategies that address the root causes of errors rather than
merely surface-level inaccuracies. For example, recognizing 1.2

transfer in oral productions or overgeneralization in written
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tasks can guide the design of exercises, drills, and modeling
practices that prevent fossilization and foster accurate language
acquisition.

Effective classroom interventions should integrate both
oral and written corrective practices, explicitly contrast 1.1 and
L2 structures, provide repetitive drills, and model accurate
hinguistic  forms. Such strategies promote the systematic
development of learners’ interlanguage, enhancing both
accuracy and fluency.

Overall, this research wunderscores the value of
mterlanguage-informed error analysis in multilingual classroom
contexts. It demonstrates that combimming theoretical
understanding with  practical corrective  strategles can
significantly improve FLE teaching, supporting learners in
developing a more accurate, coherent, and flexible
mterlanguage system. Future studies could build on these
findings by examining nterlanguage processes 1n larger
population of learners or across additional African languages,
thereby enriching our understanding of multilingual second or
third language acquisition.
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1. Introduction

Many wealthy North African landlords, eager to flaunt their
prosperity, depicted the numerous activities carried out mn their
productive estates 1 mosaics that reflect everyday realities in
remarkable detail, with a high degree of realism (Dunbabin 1978
: 109-123). This form of self-representation was mtended to
command respect from visitors, clientes and personnel.

Numerous agronomic texts help us interpret these 1mages
of agricultural activities. These mclude works by the Carthaginian
Mago (IIT ¢. BC), an inexorable source for later authors such as
Cato (IT c. BCE), Varro (I c. BCE), Pliny the Elder (I c. CE) and
Columella. The latter, originally from Gades (modern Cadiz),
and active at Rome m the I ¢. CE, occasionally refers to
agricultural practices overseas. Finally, Palladius writing in the IV
c. CE, owned estates 1n Italy and Sardinia - an 1sland with notable
similarities to North Africa. A Byzantine compilation Geoponica
of earlier texts about agriculture and farming was created n
Constantinople between the VI and IX centuries.

After Rome conquered Carthage in 146 BCE at the end of
the Third Punic War, the Senate ordered that Mago’s agronomic
treatise be saved from the city’s total destruction and brought to
Rome ( Pliny NH 18.22-23). The work documented
Carthagimian practices and likely incorporated indigenous
Berber agricultural traditions. Although Mago’s treatise has not
survived, 1t 1s partially preserved through 66 quotations in Roman
agronomists and through condensed Greek translations by
Cassius Dionysius and Diophanes (Speranza 1974). These were
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later used by Cassianus Bassus Scholasticus in compiling the
Geoponica.

Algeria preserves some of the most realistic visual evidence
of agricultural activity from approximately seventeen centuries
ago.

Figure 1. Caesarea in Mauretania,
modern Cherchell, Maison des Travaux
Champétres, mosaic discovered 1925.
Musée National Public de Cherchell. It
depicts scenes of ploughing and sowing
mn an olive yard, and of shoring and
weeding in a vineyard. Photo D-DAI-
ROM-2016.1379

The fame of wine nursey of Mauretamia Caesariensis
(present-day northwestern Algeria) 1s mentioned only by Strabo
17.3.4, and 1s highlighted 1n a series of floor mosaics. The most
outstanding example, discovered m 1925 (Bérard 1935, Ferdi
2005 : 113-117), 1s arranged 1n four registers (each approximately
3 m wide and 1.05-1.35 m) wide (Fig. 1). It was found mn a
reception room of a wealthy house at Caesarea mn Mauretana
(modern Cherchell), and dates to between the mid and final 3rd
c. CE. It depicts the ploughing of an olive grove and two methods
of vine cultivation: high-trained vines, considered more
expensive, and low-trained vines, which are more economical.
The labourers on the mosaic are likely slaves rather than coloni,
as they are shown working under the supervision of an overseer
(vilicus) represented in the fourth register. The material evidence

Q
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of slaves m North Africa 1s scarce, the literary evidence of
Apulerus, the Life of Melanmia the Younger and Augustinus 1s
discussed by Lenski 2017.

Register 1: In October, within an olive grove where the
olives have turned purple and are fully ripe yet still on the trees,
an arator leans his full weight on the handle of his plough drown
by two oxen, being driven forward with a whip by a slave at the
left. He faces left, while his counterpart in the next register faces
right, 1illustrating the boustrophedon pattern - alternating
directions from left to right and then right to left, like an ox
ploughing a field.

Register 2: “It 1s also a certain art to sow evenly: the
movement of the hand must match the step, always beginning
with the nght foot” : Artis quoque cuiusdam est aequaliter
spargere. Manus utique congruere debet cum gradu semperque
cum dextro pede. (Pliny NH 18.197). The mosaic strikingly
llustrates Pliny’s prescription for optimal sowing. The sator
scatters seeds evenly from his raised right hand, while his left-
hand rests on the corbula |...] satoria (Columella 12.52.8: here 1s
suppressed the too voluminous #rzmodia: 3 modn = 26.25 1.)
suspended from his neck. He precedes the labourer who 1s
ploughing the field for a second time. As Cato Agr. 61.1 famously
states: “What follows good ploughing? Ploughing again : Bene
arare, quid secundum? Arare” : considered “Cato’s oracle” :
oraculum Catonis by Plhiny NH 18.174, in the chapter on the
proper upkeep of an olive yard, and in Varro’s words: “after the
seed has been sown, the oxen cover the gram m an olive yard” :

OS2
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1acto semune, boves... satum frumentum operiunt. Varro R.
1.29.2. The setting 1s once again an olive grove, illustrating the
characteristic North African practice of mtegrated farming, in
which cereals or vines were cultivated beneath olive trees. In such
systems, the agronomists recommended a wider spacing between
the trees: 60 x 40 feet, instead of 25 feet : Spatium mtermedium
esse debet pingul et frumentario solo sexagenum pedum in
alteram partemn, atque in alteram quadragenum (Columella 5.9.7;
Palladius 18). This arrangement allowed crops and vines to
benefit from the shade of the trees, which also helped to reduce
soll evaporation. Mixed farming of vines and olive trees is
depicted one two mosaics of Thabraca (Fig. 2-3).

Register 3: The scene unfolds among vines tramned on a
trellis (pergula), a system typically used for table grapes: In
pergulis vero seruntur escariae appellatae : “the so-called table-
grapes are grown on trellis” (Pliny NH 14.4.42), as the uvae
Libycae mentioned by Columella 3.2. Uvae Libycae owe their
name to the region (Isid. Orzg. 17.15 and 17), in the broader
sense of Northern Africa. Cf. Pausanias 1.33.5 : “the Libyans,
who do not till at all the soll, live on wild vines” : amd 6& apméAwv
(dvteg aypiwv. The problem of the excessive costs of a vineyard
compared to the income that can be generated from it, 1s
discussed between Scrofa and Varro and later more thoroughly
by Columella, because of the mnstrumentum of the wooden
support of stakes (pall) or trees (arbusta), to which the vines were
“married”. The problem 1s resolved in North Africa, where the
support consists of reeds (harundines). They abound along the
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many wadi (de Vos 2019 : 41-42, Fig. 1.34, 1.35 : phragmites) in
the hilly and mountainous landscape and on the mosaic, they are
carefully tied together mn a hornizontal framework (transversae
perticae : Columella 4.12.1). Bundles of three vertical reeds
sustain the horizontal trellis, they serve as support for the vine
trunks circling them. Already some four centuries earlier, to the
North of the central Mediterranean, the context of reeds along
the nvers, their cutting and use for fettering the vines are
highlighted by Virgll G 2.414-415 nipis fluvialis harundo /
caeditur, and 2.416 lam vinctae vites. Virgil considers work on
the vines never enough (G 2.397-398) : labor curandis vitibus...,
/ numaquam exhausti satis est.

Three slaves are shown digging a shallow depression (facus
or lake, hence the technical term ablagueatio) around the base of
the leafless vines using a two-pronged pick (brdens). Varro R 1.29
indicates the period for this activity and verbalizes 1t the most
precisely: inter favonium et acquinoctium vernum... Clrcum,
uites ablacuari, radices, quae i sit umma terra sunt praecidi :
“from the time the west wind begins to blow (early spring) to the
vernal equmnox (March 21), the wvines are trenched and
outcropping roots removed”. This process aerates the soil and
allows moisture and fertilizer to the roots (Columella 2.14.3;
Pliny NH 17.140; Palladius 2.1). The application of fertiizer 1s
called stercoratio. 'This mvolves adding pigeon dung, human
urine or other types of dung, burying it near the vine and
spreading goat dung around each mature olive tree (Columella
4.8.3; 11.2.86). Human urine was collected in numerous coarse
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ware chamber pots discovered in many rural sites in the Thugga
survey. A kiln for their production has recently been excavated
in Utica (Ben Jerbanmia et al. 2015 : 25, 32), while their contents
have been analysed in a jar found at Gerace, in Sicily (Rabinow
et al. 2022). Latrines are 1n fact rare in North Africa. The twelve
latrinae 1n Tunisia published by Guizami 2018 are all in
residential city houses. Chamber pots were used 1n conjunction
with special seats, such as the sella pertusa mentioned by Cato
(Agr. 157.11) and the two Aacavitat ig@pot (chamber-pot seats)
recorded m an Egyptian house lease agreement of 13 BCE at
Abusir el-Meleq near Medinet el-Fayum (BGU 4.1116.25). Cato
Agr. 10.2, 11.3 recommended including a chamber pot (matella)
among the essential contamers of both olive groves and
vineyards. Human and bovine urine was collected and aged for
antiseptic use 1n veterinary medicine, even by beekeepers (Varro
R 3.16.22, Columella 9.13.6).

Register 4: presents the alternative and more economic
method of low, spiralling vines “without support, on its own
strength” : sine adminiculo surs viribus (Columella 5.1-15). The
branches of three vines, covered with large buds swollen with sap,
indicate an early spring setting. Two slaves are hoeing the ground
beneath the vines, “urged on by the exhortations of the bearded
overseer” with a furrowed brow: varisque exhortationibus in
opere Ipso exhilaret laborantes (Columella 11.17). This figure
represents probably the vi/icus (estate manager), a slave between
35 and 65 years of age, media aetas huic officio est aptissima
(Columella 11.3, cf. 8.1.3) who had the trust of the owner and
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who therefore was responsible for supervising the villa rustica.
The vilicus did his best with the prospect of liberation as a slave
as a reward for his commitment. It could also be the monitor, the
foreman of a gang of not more than ten labourers (Columella
1.9.4). In the period the mosaic was created the vilicus was also
referred to as actor (de Vos, Porena 2020). In two long chapters
Columella (1.8 and 11.1) sketched the characteristics and
commands of the vilicus. He was expected to possess thorough
knowledge of agricultural practices (disciplina ruris) and of
commanding others, such as digging. ploughing (ut fodiendi
arandique) and choosing the right people for certain types of
work (scire et existimare, quale officiuun et qualis labor sit cuique
mungendus). The two ploughmen, bent over their plough in the
two upper registers, recall Virgil’s curvus arator (Ecl. 3.42) and
Pliny’s vi omni arato (NH 18.49.176). The other workers are also
in stooped postures, expending their full strength on their tools.
Only the older, bearded overseer stands upright, shown frontally
and leaning on a staff. The slaves, rendered in three-quarter view,
wear short, wrinkled, long-sleeved tunics; with unkempt hair and
legs spread, their bodies are bent forward at roughly a 45-degree
angle. Indeed, Sallust’s characterizations of Africans as patiens
laborum ‘enduring hard work’ (Jug.17), in particular volgus, |...]
et maxime Numidarum, |...] quieti et otio adversum, “Numidian
people was against rest and leisure” come to mind (Jug. 66.2,
Dauge 1981 : 628). These observations are based on Sallust’s
personal experience made during his proconsulship of Africa

Nova from 46 to early 45 BCE. For Oniga 1995 : 38-41, they
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arise from an ethnographic fopos in the Hippocratic tradition,
started i the 4th c¢. BCE, but for Dauge 1981 : 111, Sallust added
truth with rare fairness to the “barbarologie historique”.

The plough appears to be drawn by uncastrated oxen, as
was customary mn Algeria until relatively recent times, where
similar plough types remained in use (Bérard 1935 : 135).
Ewvidently, the landowner sought to enhance his prestige by
staging a detailled and 1dealized spectacle of his well-managed
estate, attended by well-dressed -indeed, perhaps deliberately
overdressed - slaves. They are wearing short tunics -provided with
two vertical stripes (cfavz) and small medallions (orbicul)) on the
long sleeves-, white felt socks (udones) and rustic shoes made of
a single piece of untanned bovine hide (carbatinae, Bérard 1935
: 111-112) fastened with laces crossed around the legs up to the
knees. In reality, however, such garments were likely worn and
soiled, 1f perhaps not to the extreme as those of the mill slaves
described by Apulelus of Madauros (near modern
M’Daourouch) cuncti tamen sic tunicati ut essent per pannulos
manifesti, frontes litterati et capillum semuirasi et pedes anulati :
“they wore such worn tunics that their bodies were wvisible
through the rags, their foreheads were branded, their hair half
shaved, and their feet in chains”. (Apuleius Met. 9.12). This 1s
the only written source on the living conditions of slaves in
ancient North Africa. Normally slaves were dressed mn centones,
patchwork garments made from the least worn parts of men's
clothing (Cato Agr. 10.6, and 59, Columella 1.8.9), by centonarii,
organized 1n collegia all over the Empire, also at Zaghouan, near
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Carthage (CIL 8.105623 and 12424). However, Cato Agr. 59
prescribes also a new tunic for slaves tunicam p(edes) Ills : of 3%
feet, every two years, first taking the old one back to make
centont. The owner could concede a special dress to the slave
who accompanied him on journeys or served at table: cum
sequeretur eum sive cenanti ministravit (Dig. 15.1.25), and this
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Figures 2-3. Thabraca, modern Tabarka, Henchir Godmet, Musée du
Bardo, Tunis. Two mosaics depicting mixed cultivation of vites
characatae alternating with olive trees. Fig. 3 Bottom right: skep. Photo
de Vos

Spiralling vines, described by Columella as vites characatae,
that 1s, vines supported by canes from the Greek yal€, “stake
ledge planted in the ground” appear mm mosaics from coastal
Africa Proconsularis, at Thabraca (Fig. 2-3) and Utica. Columella
5.4.1 notes that he had personally observed this method: quas
ipse mcognivi, ligatis i orbiculos gyrosque. Cf. Palladius 3.11 :
“several canes placed around the vine and the branches are tied
to the canes, so 1t 1s trained 1n a series of circles.”

The Maison de la Mosaique Bachique. excavated m 1920,

shows three figures dressed i panther skins (pardalides) treading
G
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grapes beneath a pergola (uvae calcantur : Varro R. 1.54) within
the cella vinaria (Palladius 1.18), with red wine flowing down
from two lion spouts into two large storage jars (dolia) (Fig. 4).

Figure 4. Caesarea, modern
Cherchell, Maison de la Mosaique
Bachique, mosaic with grape

. treading scene. Musée National
Public de Cherchell. Photo D-DAI-
ROM-2016.1368

Around the muddle of the 1 ¢. CE, Pomponius Mela of
Baetica observes (Chor. 1.41-42) that the common indigenous
people who lives in mapaliain the countryside “is clad 1n skins of
wild beasts and of cattle” : vulgus bestiarum et pecudum vellibus.

A mosaic discovered mn 1958 at the so-called “Tennis Club’
site at Cherchell, dating back to the 4" or early 5" century CE,
shows a striking design that mirrors the compluvium of a pergola
of carefully pairwise tied reeds: horizontal yokes (1uga) supported
by four vertical stakes (pedamenta) at the corners, represented
sotto in su (from a perspective looking upward) (Fig. 5). This
constitutes a very original adaptation of a well-established
principle in Roman floor mosaics, whereby the pavement reflects
the articulation of the ceiling, as i coffered designs, so-called
lacunari (Morricone Matint 1965). On three sides, the
compluvium 1s encircled by grape harvesters with a vineyard
scythe (vinitoria falx: Columella 4.25.1) 1in their hand. They are
dressed in tunics adorned with stripes (c/av)) and roundels
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(orbicul). This vitis compluviata system was known to yield a
greater quantity of wine than the other cultivation methods
(Varro 1.8.2, Pliny HN 14.13 and 17.164-6). It derives its name
from the compluvium roof 1 the atrium houses. On the fourth
side, red wine flows down from the treading basin through a
hollowed-out lion’s mouth (Fig. 8). The inscription to the left of
the lion’s head PVP likely refers to the beginning of the
landowner's name, for example Pupius, Pupinus, attested at
Carthage, Sicca Venerna and Lambaesis, or Pupianus, members

of the Pullaien1 family, attested near Thugga and in Thugga city
(Pupi: CIL 8.24623 and CIL 8.12806, Carthago, CIL 8.16168 Sicca Veneria; Pupinus, CIL
8.3871 Lambaesis; Pupianus CIL 8.26414: de Vos, Attou1 2013, 79; Khanoussi, Maurin
92002, 695, n. 643.).

Figure 5. Caesarea, modern
Cherchell, “T'ennis Club’ site,
mosaic depicting grape
harvesting under a pergola.
Musée National Public de
Cherchell. Photo D-DAI-
ROM-2016.1145

With a long handle a slave 1s stirring the must 1 a large
globular earthenware vessel (dofium) (Fig. 7). A less convincing
mterpretation sustains that he 1s Iining and waterproofing the
mterior with pitch; in that case the vessel had to lay on 1ts flank
(in latus depositum) as Columella 12.18 prescribes and as
depicted in the calendar mosaic of Saint-Romain-en-Gal (Lafaye

1892, 343. Balmelle, Brun 2005 : 902-903). The pitched vessels,
Y
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dolia picata, had to storage wine, oll and other food (Cato Agr.
25, Columella 12.18; Bonifay 2021). Conifers, which secrete
pitch, are widespread across the high mountain range of North
Africa: Rif, Atlas, and Aures. A lizard climbs a vine trunk (Fig. 8)
while numerous birds perch on the pergola, pecking at the
ripened grapes and enhancing the vivid reality of the vintage
scene. Birds begin to arrive even before the fruit have fully
matured, consistently damaging the crop.

Fig. 6-8. Details of the previous image: 6. red
wine flowing down from a treading basin; 7.
slave stirring of the must; 8. a lizard climbing
up a vine trunk. Photo D-DAI-ROM-
2016.1152_A

Atop a tree, a raven (corvus corax) feeds on a cracked ripe red
fig. Figs typically ripen between late summer and early autumn.
Nearby, a thrush (@wrdus) perched on a vine leat and a quail
standing on the yoke peck at a grape berry. A pigeon at the edge
of the pergola looks back towards a cluster of grapes. The hand
grasping the yoke at the opposite edge, near the pigeon
approaching the grapes (Fig. 5), belongs to a partially lost figure
G
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seeking support while treading the grapes (Fig. 8). The largest
bunch of grapes hanging from the centre of the pergola centre 1s
approached by another pigeon. These pigeons evidently are not
fattened 1n a dovecote, as recommends Columella (8.8.1-7) and
as depicted in the mosaic of Thabraca (Fig. 2).

The exceptional craftmanship of these and other North
African mosaics explains why African mosaicists were in demand
throughout the Mediterranean world (Dunbabin 1978: 115, fig.
105; 196-233). Furthermore, the lavishly decorated wineries
recently uncovered n two mmperial villas near Rome illustrate
how the start of annual vintage and grape-treading season could
be experienced as a form of elite spectacle (Fentress, Maiuro
2011, Dodd et al. 2023). At Caesarea (Cherchell). Emperors
would wisit their estates to observe these activities from their
dining rooms and to celebrate the Vinalia rustica, the rural wine
festival, on 19 August, as attested 1n three letters written by the
young prince Marcus Aurelius, then aged twenty-one, to his tutor
Fronto (ep. 4.6.2): rusticos cavillantes audivimus libenter : “we
enjoyed hearing the rustic workers (z.e. the vine-treaders) teasing
each other”, the elite staged the spectacle of the Vinalia through
mosaics n their dining rooms, contextualizing scenes of grape
harvesting and wine production alongside 1images of ploughing
and agricultural labour.

The geologist Joleaud 1936 : 156 offers an illuminating
comparison between modern and ancient land use 1 Algena:
Oliveraies des basses pentes des monts de La Chetlia a sous-sol
argtlo-siliceux. — Des olivettes ont été nstallées sur les basses

(5T
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pentes des reliefs qui encadrent la vallée de la Seyvbouse entre
Samnt-Joseph et Barrai, et sur les coteaux qui dominent au Sud-
Est Ia plaine de Zerizer. 1l en existe de plus importantes, surtout
dans la dépression de La Cheftia, mais aussi sur les basses pentes
des alentours de Toustain et dans la vallée de loued Zitoun; sans
doute avatent-clles, a lépoque romaine une extension plus
notable quawourdhui dans toute la contrée. 'This observation
suggests a broader extent of olive cultivation m Roman times
across the region. In fact, archaeological survey of some 1400 km’
i north-eastern Algeria has mapped some 400 presses i farms
and 50 rock-cut wine presses, in a density of 2 per km®. A similar
situation exists around Thugga n Tunisia:
https://rusafricum.org/en/thuggasurvey/ .  Archaeobotanical
evidence and research are available so far only of Carthage,
Segermes and Althiburos (Van Zeist, Bottema, Van der Veen
2001; Kolstrup 1995; Lopez, Cantero 2016).
Beekeeping

A lengthy passage n the inscription of the /lex Manciana from the
Trajan period - discovered on the estate known as Villa Magna
Variana or Mappalia Siga (modern henchir Mettich) - addresses
the obligations of colonr engaged in beekeeping. Those who
maintain more than five hives were required to deliver to the
landowner or conductor one sextarius (0.55 litres) of honey from
each additional hive at the time of the honey-harvest (vindemnia
mellaria). The exemption granted to the first five hives aimed
clearly to encourage apiculture, thereby promoting the
pollination of the nearby orchards (pomaria) and cereal tfields

(CIL 8.25902; Kehoe 1988: 29-41). Recent studies show how
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bee-pollination boosts also crop yields (Wallace-Hare 2021, 121-
126), very important in ancient North Africa, the corn shed of
Rome. Henchir Mettich lies in a mountainous landscape (245 m
above sea level, 24 km north of Thugga). The removal of hives,
swarms, bees, containers or honey from the estate was strictly
prohibited under penalty of confiscation. The significance of
beekeeping in antiquity 1s further underscored by the extensive
and detailed discussions devoted to 1t by agronomists, beginning
with the Carthaginian Mago, cited by Varro, Columella (entire
book 9), Palladius during the Roman period and by the
Byzantine Geoponica, entire book 15, based on Mago’s

abridgers and translators (see above)( Columella 1.1.13; 9.14.6 and 9.15.3,
Varro R. 3.2.13, Palladius 1.37; 4.15; 7.7; 11.18; 12.8. Crane 1999: 37, rock art in Algeria

and Morocco, 180, 203-211.). This compilation even cites Iuba, king of
the Libyans, who recommended that bees be bred in a wooden
box (/farnax), confirming the longstanding North African tradition
of apiculture. One of the lost chapters of Mago’s manual was
entitled “Getting bees from the carcass of a bullock or ox”
(Columella 9.14.6; Geoponica 15.2; Harissis 2009). This
widespread mythical origin of the ox born bees, the bougonia, is
eventually visualised 1n the third register of one of the dedications
to Saturn, found at Mascula / modern Khenchela, Algeria (Fig.
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Figure 9. Mascula, modern Khenchela, dedication to Saturn. A round
honeycomb 1s depicted over a rhombic honey cookie, so called makrout,
still today very popular. Leglay 1961.2 Pl. XXIX.4

Fig. 10 Bemi Fouda, Sillegue / Novaricia (Sétif-Djemila), Mauretania
Caesariensis. Dedication to Saturn depicted with sickle and honeycomb.
Algiers, Musée des Antiquités. Photo de Vos

Beekeeping in Byzantine times in the region 1s witnessed
by the Berber poet Corippus foh. 1.430-437 and 7.336-339, who
describes bees emerging from their hives and drinking from
garden ditches, drawing parallels between bees and soldiers.
Already Herodotus (4.194.1) remarked on the abundant honey
production of the Gyzantes, a tribe in Byzacena/central-southern
Tunisia. Iconographic evidence further highlights the importance
of honey: fifteen Roman-period stelae dedicated to Saturn
commissioned by rural, local sub-elites depict either the god or
the dedicant holding a circular honeycomb or a honey cake 1n
his left hand (Fig. 9-10)( 17 stelaze in Africa Proconsularis, Numidia and
Mauretania Caesariensis, Leglay 1961 : 291, 308-309; 1966 : 291, 308-9; 1966 : 97-
98, 166-167, 171, 172-173, 219, 222, 226, 243-244, 248, 250, 251, 256, 285; Ben
Baazis 2000.). In Cyrene, Saturn was regarded as the “discoverer of
honey extraction techniques and, more broadly, of fruit
cultivation” : mellis et fructuum repertorem Saturnum according
to Macrobius Sat. 1.7, who lived around 400 CE at Sicca Veneria
(modern El Kef, Tunisia). Honey brought in large profits from a
small space (Varro R. 3.16.10-11). served as the only sweetener
known in Antiquity, was employed as both preservative and a
medical substance. Punic wax (Pliny AN 21.49 and Vitr. 7.9.3),
renowned for its quality, was employed in medicines and n
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encaustic painting. In the 1st ¢. CE Africa ranked among the
major producers of honey (copra mellis), alongside Crete and
Cyprus (Pliny AN 11.14). Indeed, the word for honey in the
genitive rnellisis written on an amphora found n the harbour city
Thabraca (/L7Tun 1710.55), where a mosaic 1n a villa depicts the
oldest known figure of a skep or curved shaped hive (Fig. 3),
eventually comciding with Columella’s corbes ex virmine and
Cato’s corbula (Colum. 11.2.90; Cato, Agr. 11.5).

Documents in the Geniza Archive at Cairo dating back to the
11°-13" ¢. CE show that Tunisia continued to export its surplus
of honey and wax (Goitemn 1967 : 125-129); so still or again in the
late 18th c¢. CE (Valens1 1969 : 74, 80). In 1912 J. Georges
published his beekeeping survey m Tunisia, observing that the
area around 1n Teboursouk 1s the most profitable for the
production of honey and wax. When flowering i the valleys
ended, the indigenous beekeepers moved the hives to the Djebel
Gorraa (960 m above sea level). Today beekeeping 1s practiced
mtensively m entire Northern Africa, in Northern Tunisia the
traditional horizontal hive 1s still used, the djeba, a cylinder of
reeds woven with wickers of lentisk (Fig. 11).

S 70
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They are attested also 1 other Mediterranean regions, in Egypt
even already during the Fifth Dynasty in a relief of the Solar
Temple of king Nyuserra (2445-2421 BCE) at Abu Ghorab, to
the north of Abusir (Hammad 2018). The oldest material items
of this type of hive, dated to 900 BCE, have been found at Tel
Rehov in Israel (Mazar 2017). Untl fifty years ago, it was still in
use 1 Northern Spain (Chevet 2022). Varro and Columella
recommend to use local natural resources such as flexible twigs
for making circular beehives: ex virmunibus rutundas. Columella
9.6.1 gives us the technical term, opus vitorium for this kind of
manufacture, a hapax, which derves from vitor, basket weaver
(Gullin-Mingaud 2015 : 77-78; Crane 1999 : 203 Table 24.1A).
In Rome 1t 1s represented on the proto-Augustan funerary relief
of T. Paconius Caledus found near Porta Capena (Schifer 1990,
Pl. 26.4). Some North African toponyms contain the root meli-,
mell-, such as Melissa, Amm Mellii, Melilla. Mellarius
(“beekeeper” : CIL 8.5970 and 16133) and Mellitus appear mn

onomastics (Ain Melliti: de Vos, Attoul 2013: 158-60;
http://rusafricum.org/it/thuggasurvey/DUS65/. Mellitus/a is attested 48 times in the entire

Empire, 18 times of which in N. Africa, with a preference for female names: 14 out of 18)
Rusaddir, on the coast of Mauretania Tingitana, now Melissa,
had two pre-Roman coins (118-33 BCE), with a bee between two
ears or between an ear and a bunch of grapes (Uriel 2004).

The longevity of the inhabitants of North Africa 1s higher
than that of people who lived in Europe. The North African
funerary mscriptions always mention the age of the deceased,
which 1s often elevated. Over the age of 60, 33% of the rural
population died m northeastern Algeria, 37% 1n northwestern
Tunisia, and 45% 1n the city of Thugga.
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Naturally, these lifespan figures must be treated with
caution, as ages were often rounded to numbers ending mn 5 or
0. Walter Scheidel 2007 and many others have expressed strong
scepticism about the rehability of ages indicated n epitaphs.
Sallust (Jug. 17.6: plerosque senectus dissolvid already noticed
the longevity of North Africans, which he personally observed, in
line with a topos of ancient ethnography and literary models.
Two centuries later, the Alexandrian historian Appian (Pun.
71.323) confirmed another observation by Sallust, recalling the
bravery of Massinissa, who, at the age of 88, participated 1n a
battle on horseback: "among the Africans the Numidians are the
most rugged and long-lived people. The reason maybe that their
winters are not very frosty—and frost kills everything—while their
summers do not burn everything up as in Ethiopia and India.
This 1s also the reason why Africa produces the most powerful
animals, and why the men are always outside at work. Numidians
do not drink much wine, and they all eat simply and frugally"
(transl. McGing).

on Age NE rural Rural Tunisia Thugga city
epitaphs Algeria Thugga 333 2000
59 epitaphs | epitaphs epitaphs

100-120 1 9 19
91-99 ) 17 31+1
80-89 3 36 82+2
70-79 8 52 78+1
60-69 2 20 74

33% 30% 45%

.
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Table 1. Ages mentioned on the epitaphs in the surveyed rural zones
(de Vos, Attour 2013), and in the city of Thugga (Dougga, Khanoussi,
Maurin 2002).

The climate, the lfestyle, the multilingualism (Libyan,
Punic, Latin, and sometimes Greek), and the consumption of
extra virgin olive oil, red wine (Buljeta er al. 2023), honey, garlic
and raw, unground, and uncooked spelt (Procopius Vand.
4.6.13, VI c. CE) - all five rich in polyphenols with antioxidant
benefits (Finicelli ez al 2018) - certainly played an important role
in contributing significantly to the longevity of the inhabitants of
ancient North Africa.

Columella 11.3.20 states: some call the great-headed
African garlic Punic. The Greek, however, have the homeland
mcorporated mn the name. Ulpicum, quod quidam alium
Punicum vocant, Graeci autem a@ppookopdov appellant, longe
maioris est incrementi quam alium. The name of the African
variety of garlic, ulprcum, probably derives from punicum. The
Greek name, mentioned by Columella, incorporates the
reference to Africa: dppoéokopSov or afroskorodon. It held a
high rank in the dishes of the rural African population: Pliny NH
19.34, praccipue Africae celebratum inter pulmentaria ruris.
According to Theophrastus 1t was not cooked, only pounded up
i salads (Theophrastus, Enquiry 7.4.10-12), so suffering
minimal loss of polyphenols. It was used in medical remedies
(Pliny NH 20.50-7, Geoponica 12.30), as 1s still used today in the
North African countryside. A rest of garlic was excavated at
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Althiburos (Lopez, Cantero 2016, 460). The plant 1s known to
modern botanists as Ampeloprasum L. (Mezzabotta 2000).

Finally, the epitaph in two languages, Libyco-Berber and

Latin, of the 115 aged Berber named Mersen, found at Dar Abed
i the National Park of Kl Kala (Fig. 12a-b) 1s representative of
the mdespread NOIth African longevity.

Flg 12 Ddr Abed funerary stele of Mersen, transliteration of the Latin
and the Libyan text to be read from bottom to top. Photo de Vos

MERSEN
FUSCI
VIXIT
ANRV
CENTV
ET QVIN
DEC

=lwn|o|m|c
NN u|m~=ua | X
WS Wn 3 0C
AN o SViFOD
SZ|0N®
NZIO|<|H| T
®sSIZNATGO
»Zlols|zZ|x

Mersen / Fusci / vixit / anru (1) / centu / et quin/dec<em>//
MRSG /MDYTH / WMZRG / MSW RNK
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Conclusion

The realistic North African mosaics provide msights into
aspects that cannot be understood elsewhere. When combined
with a surprisingly large number of written sources—most from
outside Africa, and some dating back to the pre-Common Era—
they allow us to better understand certain typical characteristics
of the indigenous population: hardworking, with healthy diets,

and long-hved.
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Captions

Figure 1. Caesarea in Mauretania, modern Cherchell, Maison des Travaux
Champétres, mosaic discovered 1925. Musée National Public de Cherchell.
It depicts scenes of ploughing and sowing in an olive yard, and of shoring
and weeding in a vineyard. Photo D-DAI-ROM-2016.1379

Figures 2-3. Thabraca, modern Tabarka, Henchir Godmet, Musée du

Bardo, Tunis. Two mosaics depicting mixed cultivation of vites characatae
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alternating with olive trees. Fig. 3. Top: quails on emerging rocks. Right
margin: ‘barbe’ horse, river slope with skep. Photo de Vos

Figure 4. Caesarea, modern Cherchell, Maison de la Mosaique Bachique’,
mosaic with grape treading scene. Musée National Public de Cherchell.
Photo D-DAI-ROM-2016.1368

Figure 5. Caesarea, modern Cherchell, “T'ennis Club’ site, mosaic depicting
grape harvesting under a pergola. Musée National Public de Cherchell.
Photo D-DAI-ROM-2016.1145

Fig. 6-8. Details of the previous image: 6. red wine flowing down from a
treading basin; 7. a slave stirring of the must; 8. a lizard chmbing up a vine
trunk. Photo D-DAI-ROM-2016.1152

Figure 9. Mascula, modern Khenchela, dedication to Saturn. A round
honeycomb 1s depicted over a rhombic honey cookie, so called makrout,
still today very popular. Leglay 1961.2 Pl. XXIX.4

Fig. 10 Beni Fouda, Sillegue / Novaricia (Sétif-Djemila), Mauretania
Caesariensis. Dedication to Saturn depicted with sickle and honeycomb.
Algiers, Musée des Antiquités. Photo de Vos

Fig. 11 Machtat el Aldjia, site 585. In Tunisia the horizontal hive 1s still used
: the djeba, a cylinder of reeds woven with wickers of lentisk. Photo de Vos
(2008).

Fig. 12a Dar Abed, funerary stele of Mersen, Fig. 12b transliteration of the
Latin and the Libyan text to be read from bottom to top. Photo de Vos

0
(AL o

97 The International Journal of Human Studies



The International Journal of Human Studies | Issue: 05  Num: 02 Year: 2026

The 20103 Mediterranean Migration Crisis and the
Rise of Far-right Ideoclogy

” Dr. Boutamine Alaeddine*, Abbes Laghrour University,
Khenchela, Algeria, boutamine.alaeddine@univ-khenchela.dz

The 2010s was a geopolitically eventful decade in Europe and the US, not only in terms of
rapidly increasing waves of undocumented immigration but also the political repercussions
of such migratory flows (Davis & Deole, 2017; Demata, 2017). As countries in Europe and
North America received growing numbers of migrants, support for far-right anti-immigration
parties soared (Stockemer & Barisione, 2017). This paper offers a detailed overview of the
events, phenomena, and other contextual elements that coincided with, led to, and, in some
instances, were caused by the Mediterranean migration crisis of the 2010s. The paper also
sheds light on the rise of far-right populist parties and anti-immigration political figures in the
US and across European countries. The paper provides unique insights into the origins of anti-
immigration rhetoric and the successes of the populist movement during the previous decade.

Keywords: undocumented immigration — far-right populism — Brexit — Trump —
Mediterranean migration

[ Corresponding author* ] [ Pages: 98-129 ]



mailto:boutamine.alaeddine@univ-khenchela.dz

The 2010s Mediterranean Migration Crisis and the Rise of Far-right Ideology_
Dr. Boutamine Alaeddine

1. Introduction

During the previous decade, unprecedented numbers of people
crossed the Mediterranean Sea from North African and Middle
Eastern countries toward European shores (International
Organization for Migration, n.d.; Dawvis & Deole, 2017).
Hundreds of thousands of refugees and migrants embarked on
dangerous journeys across the sea to reach EU countries,
creating, effectively, an international migration crisis
(International Organization for Migration, n.d.). At the same
time, right-wing populist movements gained mcreasing political
prominence in the United States and across several European
countries (Davis & Deole, 2017). A central and recurrent
feature of far-right discourse in these places has been the overt
articulation of hostility toward migrants and ethnic minorities. A
substantial body of scholarship examining the rise of political
figures such as Donald Trump in the United States, Nigel
Farage in the United Kingdom, and Marine Le Pen in France
during the late 2010s has consistently 1dentified anti-
mmmigration rhetoric as a defining element of their political
communication (Demata, 2017; Cap, 2019; Stockemer &
Barisione, 2017; Vollmer & Karakayali, 2018). The current
paper aims to properly contextualise the Mediterranean
migration crisis of the 2010s, thoroughly reviewing and
explaining the various social, cultural, political, economic, and
other circumstances surrounding this migration trend. It also
provides a conveniently stratified overview of the rise of far-right
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anti-immigration sentiments to mainstream politics in the US,
the UK, and other major European countries.

2. Context of Mediterranean Irregular Migration

2.1 The Social Context

As noted above, a significant proportion of irregular
migration toward Europe during the 2010s took place across the
Mediterranean Sea. The International Organization for
Migration (IOM), which 1s an agency operating under the
United Nations, reported that migrant arrivals m Europe
reached 389,976 in 2016 (International Organization for
Migration, n.d.). Although these figures went down considerably
i the years that followed, they remamed substantial
nevertheless, as tens of thousands continued to arrive annually.
By 2020, 99,907 arrvals were recorded (International
Organization for Migration, n.d.). These statistics illustrate the
mtensity of this migration trend.

The causes of mugration are rarely dependent on (or
explained by) a single factor. Instead, a complex network of
structural pressures, political disruptions, and ndividual
circumstances are usually at play. During the 2010s, certain
factors seemed particularly relevant to explain Mediterranean
migration flows. Political mstability in countries such as Syria,
Libya, and Mali escalated into outright armed conflicts which
ended up displacing millions and claiming hundreds of
thousands of lives. For many people, remaining in their home
country became unsafe and untenable. Fleemng war, political and
religious persecution, unsafety, and the lack of any economic
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prospects, large numbers of people embarked on the
Mediterranean journey in search of protection and opportunity.
The decision to cross was often taken under circumstances of
profound uncertainty and increasing desperation.

European societies, on the other hand, had to grapple with
the challenge of receving newly arriving migrant populations
within relatively short timeframes. Questions of housing,
education, labour market access, healthcare access, and social
mtegration were now being debated i public discourse,
sometimes controversially so. In some communities, civil
soclety networks mobilised to provide support and
humanitarian assistance, whereas 1 others, Mediterranean
migration was met with worries and resistance. The social
dimension of Mediterranean migration was, therefore, not
lmited to the muigrants themselves but extended to host
communities and native populations negotiating rapid
demographic change that started to take place. In addition to
these developments, several European countries witnessed the
rise and mcreasing popularity of far-right political parties whose
messaging centred on strong anti-immigration rhetoric (Davis &
Deole, 2017; Dennmison & Geddes, 2021; Stockemer &
Barisione, 2017). Social reception and political realities
ultimately influenced each other during this period which
highlights the need for a similar exploration of the political

climate.
2.2 The Political Context
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Immigration 1s not just a social phenomenon; it 1s also one
of the most politically salient 1ssues of recent decades in many
countries. To wunderstand undocumented Mediterranean
migration 1n the 2010s, 1t 1s necessary to situate 1t within the
broader political climate of its occurrence, both in Europe and
mternationally. Globally, the decade was marked by significant
mstability as discussed m £.7. A series of popular uprisings
known collectively as the ‘Arab Spring’ took place across several
Arab and Mediterranean countries, mcluding Syria and Libya.
In some contexts, these revolts gave way to devastating armed
conflict, collapse of governments and institutions, and
humanitarian crises of a wide scale. In addition to political
unrest, deteriorating economic conditions and declining
prospects for employment contributed to widespread
uncertainty and desperation. In several African and Middle
Fastern countries, war, poverty, and the erosion of public
mstitutions all led to the displacement of millions of people. For
many, the Mediterranean route towards Europe represented a
path towards stability, safety, and economic opportunity.

The political ramifications of Mediterranean migration m
Europe were quite significant. It 1s worth remembering that this
was a time when many European countries were still navigating
the aftermath of the 2008 global financial crisis, balancing fiscal
responsibility with social welfare commitments. In such an
environment, mmigration quickly became a factor with
considerable electoral importance. Political leaders were often
cautious about adopting overtly pro-immigration positions for
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fear of alienating segments of voters who were concerned about
economic competition or social change. Moreover, migration
debates increasingly became entangled with 1ssues of securnity,
especially with the rise of the terrorist organisation, ISIS, during
the 2010s. ISIS took advantage of political mstability and
government collapse m countries like Syria and Iraq and
unleashed campaigns of terror mside and outside the Middle
Fast, heightening fears of international terrorism. It was
therefore not uncommon for political discourse in Europe and
the United States to associate immuigration with security threats
or to justify restrictive measures on the grounds of counter-
terrorism (Nussio et al., 2019).

At the same time, the decade saw a noticeable shift in
European and mternational politics. Far-right parties that had
previously been confined to margmal, fringe positions on the
political spectrum achieved significant electoral successes in
several European countries. One of the defining features of
their platforms was the strong anti-immigration position they
advocated for, often framed 1n terms of sovereignty, security,
and cultural preservation. Economic uncertainty and fears
related to global terrorism provided fertile ground for anti-
mmmigration and xenophobic messaging. In many instances,
these parties secured parliamentary representation, entered
governing coalitions, or exerted pressure on mainstream ruling
parties to adopt more restrictive immigration policies. Migration
thus became a central axis around which broader political
realities revolved.
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2.3 The Geographical Context

Beyond its social and political dimensions, undocumented
migration to Europe in the 2010s must also be understood
geographically. That 1s because migration, by its very nature,
mvolves the physical movement of people from and to different
geographical locations. In the case of Mediterranean
mmmigration to Europe, one needs to take mto consideration
the geographical proximity, maritime routes, as well as political
borders, as these have all contributed to shaping patterns of
arrival across different European countries.

The Mediterranean Sea, positioned between Africa, Europe,
and a number of Middle Eastern nations functioned as the main
stage for much of this rregular migration. Over time, particular
maritime routes became well established due to the frequency
with which undocumented muigrants sailled along them,
mcluding the Eastern Mediterranean route and the Central
Mediterranean route. These routes were hardly stable or
predictable; mstead, they changed and evolved in response to
shifimg  enforcement strategies, conflict dynamics, and
smuggling networks. Migrants frequently embarked on these
journeys 1n overcrowded and unseaworthy vessels, exposing
themselves to severe risks. Furthermore, prior to crossing the
sea 1 this risky manner, undocumented migrants had to travel
by land, traversing deserts, borders, and transit countries under
harsh and sometimes exploitative conditions.

Although Europe, as a whole, experienced rising arrivals
during the mid-2010s, migrants were not evenly distributed
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across U member states. Geography played a decisive role in
shaping this reality. Countries such as Italy, Malta, Spain, and
Greece, located along the Mediterranean coast, naturally
became main points of entry and the primary recipients for
many of the irregular migrants arriving this way. Consequently,
it was these countries that had to disproportionately bear
responsibility for reception and processing. According to the
UN Refugee Agency (2016), between January and December of
2016, 362,376 migrant arrivals by sea were recorded. Of these,
173,450 occurred mn Greece, 181,436 n Italy, and 7,490 mn
Spamn (The UN Refugee Agency, 2016). These figures
underscore the geographical concentration of migrant arrivals in
the Southern frontier of the European Union, which helps
explain the political tensions that later emerged within the U
over burden-sharing and responsibility allocation.
2.4 The Economic Context

Economic conditions during the 2010s are yet another
essential contextual layer that the present paper takes mto
account. The state of the economy 1s likely to influence both the
motivations of migrants seeking opportunity and the attitudes of
native populations where many would be afflicted with
economic anxieties over the distribution of state resources.
Economy also shapes the policy choices that governments make
as well as the narratives they communicate to voters.

The nse i Mediterranean crossings during the 2010s
coincided with a period i which many European economies
were still recovering from the 2008 global financial crisis. While
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macroeconomic indicators began to improve by the mid-2010s,
the hived experience of financial insecurity and dwindling
economic chances persisted for many European citizens.
Concerns over unemployment, wage stagnation, austerity
measures, and diminishing social mobility remained
widespread. Economic considerations are central to electoral
behaviour, as voters often evaluate any mcumbent government
based on perceived economic performance (Lewis-Beck &
Paldam, 2000; Reidy et al., 2018).

Under such circumstances, the arrival of migrants became
mtertwined with anxieties about the distribution of state
resources and labour market competition m host societies. Far-
right parties and other anti-immigration poltical figures
frequently framed migration as an additional burden on already
straimned welfare systems, portraying newcomers as competitors
for jobs, housing, and public services. Research literature n this
area has consistently found that economic self-interest and
perceptions of distributive competition play a major role in
triggering and  strengthening anti-immigration  attitudes
(Laurence et al., 2024; Sniderman et al.,, 2004). Indeed,
Increases 1 immigrant populations are often interpreted as a
“perceived threat to the economic self-interest” on the part of
the native populations (Card et al., 2005, p. 9). Whether such
perceptions reflect empirical realities or subjective anxieties,
they were arguably politically consequential during the 2010s.
2.5 The Cultural Context
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Migration 1s also a deeply cultural phenomenon. By its very
nature, migration involves the movement of mdividuals across
different cultural environments, bringing into contact significant
differences and variations in term of languages, traditions,
religious practices, and social norms. As a result, immigration
debates frequently extend beyond economics and geopolitics to
encompass deeper questions of 1dentity and belonging.

While economic considerations are hugely influential in
shaping attitudes toward mmmigration (Card et al.,, 2005),
cultural concerns are also relevant in this regard. Alesina and
Tabellini (2022) argue that concerns over the cultural
mtegration of newly arriving migrants can sway public opinion.
A recurring concern among segments of the native population
1s the belief that immigrants may be unable or unwilling to
assimilate mto mainstream society. Such concerns are often
amplified by political actors seeking electoral advantage (Alesina
& Tabellini, 2022). These perceptions are particularly evident
when migrants come from ethnically, culturally, or religiously
different backgrounds to that of the native population.

Another point worth discussing in this respect 1s cultural
privilege or domiant culture privilege. Harbour et al. (2003),
drawing on McIntosh (1988), describe this as the “invisible
weightless knapsack of special provisions” carried by members
of a dominant cultural group (McIntosh, 1988, pp. 2-3 cited in
Harbour et al., 2003, p. 831). In contexts of demographic
change, some members of the native population may
experience anxlety over the perceived erosion or loss of this
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privilege.  Historically, i1mmigrants have often been
problematised and portrayed as threats to the social and cultural
fabric of host societies in both the United States and several
European countries (Jolly & DiGiusto, 2014).

In the case of Mediterranean rregular migration, cultural
diversity can be seen across multiple levels. Migrants come from
a wide range of African and Middle EFastern countries, each
characterised by internal diversity and complex social histories
and cultures. European societies themselves are far from being
culturally homogeneous. Nevertheless, perceptions of cultural
difference and debates over integration and cultural comphance
featured heavily in public discourse, leading to the politicisation
of migration during the 2010s.

2.6 The Historical Context

Lastly, having reviewed several levels of context, 1t 1s now
fiting to situate the international developments of the 2010s
within a broader historical perspective. Europe’s contemporary
migration patterns did not emerge in isolation; mstead, they
evolved through decades of demographic transformation. Until
the mid-twentieth century, Europe was largely a continent of
emigration rather than mmmigration, as significant numbers of
Europeans relocated to the Americas and other parts of the
world (De la Rica et al., 2013). However, after World War 11,
the continent started to attract more migrants from different
parts of the world. Throughout the following decades, there was
a continuous rise in the number of migrants arriving in Europe,
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which accelerated even further from the early 1990s (De la Rica
et al., 2013).

By 2013, there was over 52 million migrants in Europe or
around 10% of its entire population (De la Rica et al., 2013).
This major change that effectively turned Europe from a
continent of out-migration to one of m-migration was primarily
due to individual countries’ immigration policies which were
mostly “linked to the process of decolonization or to active labor
recruitment” (De la Rica et al., 2013, p. 6). Hence, many of the
migrants arriving in Europe throughout the second half of the
twentieth century were immigrants from former European
colonies and migrant workers brought in to respond to labour
market shortages in European countries. The developments of
the 2010s, mcluding the surge i Mediterranean arrivals,
therefore formed only one part of a longer historical trajectory.
While the visibility and intensity of arrivals during certain peak
years directly led to increased political and public attention,
these arrvals occurred m a continent which had already
undergone decades of sustained immigration and demographic
change.

3. The rise of the far right in Europe and the US during the
2010s: historical context and recent events

During the 2010s, Europe and the United States
expertenced a significant surge 1 rnight-wing populism.
Characterized by overt antagonism towards migrants and ethnic
minority groups, this political movement has been the focus of
extensive academic mquiry across several national contexts
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(Lorenzetti, 2020; Cap, 2019; Stockemer & Barisione, 2017;
Vollmer & Karakayali, 2018; Dennison & Geddes, 2021).
Section 3 explores the broader iternational landscape of anti-
mmmigration discourse, while also tracing the historical and
political origins that have contributed to the rise of anti-
mmmigration sentiments in contemporary political debate 1n
Europe and the United States.
3.1 The Right and ant-immigration discourse in the United
States

As noted earlier, the past decade has seen anti-immigration
populist rhetoric gain significant prominence and become
mainstream both in Europe and the United States. Examining
the development of such discourse in the US, as well as its
historical origins and the factors that underpin its widespread
appeal, provides valuable insights for understanding the
Mediterranean migration phenomenon. Given the considerable
cultural and political influence of the United States on Europe
and the rest of the world, analysing the patterns and strategies of
American anti-immigration discourses can help contextualize
and clanfy the social, political, and public responses to
Mediterranean migration flows during this time.
3.1.1 Origins

Researchers and observers generally agree that immigration
1s viewed and constructed more negatively by politicians on the
right of the political spectrum than their left-wing peers (Han,
2015; Haynes et al., 2010). To examine the matter more closely,
it 1s worth considering the recent historical context. Before the
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1990s, opposition to immigration was “a relatively low priority”
for the Christian Right in the United States which appeared to
place more emphasis on “family values” matters (Diamond,
1996, p. 154). In fact, the religious Right aimed to build mult-
racial support for its agenda by recruiting conservative African
American and Latino members, so a full-scale and exphcit
hostility to immugration would not have been a politically wise
decision (Diamond, 1996).

It was not until Republican presidential candidate Patrick
Buchanan came nto the scene that the anti-immigration cause
became a high right-wing priority. Buchanan made opposition
to undocumented 1immigration “central among his campaign
themes” and came to be regarded as “the national politician
most publicly 1dentihed with the anti-immigration cause”
(Diamond, 1996, p. 155). Securing between 25% and 33% of
the Republican primary vote m 1992 and 1996 firmly
established him on the Republican political and electoral map,
with an agenda prominently centred on opposition to
mmmigration (Diamond, 1996). Moreover, Buchanan declared
‘illegal immugration’ as one of the targets of his “religious war”
for the “soul of America” and proposed the building of a
“Buchanan fence” along the US southern border to keep
undocumented immigrants out, which illustrates the intensity of
his stance agamst immigration (Diamond, 1996, p. 155).
Nevertheless, Diamond (1996) notes that Buchanan was
“careful to moderate his rhetoric” between 1992 and 1996,
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placing greater emphasis on economic arguments in order to
avold accusations of racism (p. 155).
3.1.2 The rise of Trump

The victory of Donald Trump in the 2016 US presidential
election was quite a surprise to many, especially considering the
fact that Trump defeated the much more conventional and
politically seasoned candidate, Hillary Clinton. Not only was
Trump a political outsider with no professional expertise when
compared to Clinton, but he also expressed his plans and
visions for the United States in an explicitly offensive and crass
manner, making him deeply unpopular with large segments of
American society. Finley and Esposito (2020) argued that the
election of President Trump was primarily a “logical response”
to the increasing fears and concerns among the general public,
which have been building up for decades (p. 179). Chief among
these were economic anxieties and unfounded concerns that
mmmigrants were taking jobs away from native American
citizens. Other concerns which have been relentlessly
propagated by anti-immigration politicians and media revolved
around the claim that immigrants were unruly, sexually violent
individuals who would endanger the safety of citizens if they are
allowed mto the US (Finley & Esposito, 2020).

The scholars go on to add that while the Trump
administration discourse was generally “problematic” on many
political 1ssues, 1t was particularly so on the topic of immigration
(Finley & Esposito, 2020, p. 179). During Trump’s first term,
the US administration constantly attacked mugrants, depicted
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them as ‘the enemy’, and utilised a wide range of rhetorical
techniques to dismiss legitimate opposition concerns over
immigration. By doing so, the administration ultimately aimed
to mfluence public opinion and policy on the matter and
prevent conversation and action meant to address concerns over
fairness, equality, and internationally guaranteed human rights
(Finley & Esposito, 2020). Finley and Esposito (2020) reflect on
the consequentiality and historical precedence of Trump’s
presidency, as it resurrected an unapologetic form of nativism
that violates basic norms and conventions of acceptable political
discourse which have been around since at least the 1960s.
Lorenzetti (2020) similarly notes the role that Trump’s
ascendence to the US presidency has played 1n the rise of anti-
mmmuigration hostility. During his first presidential campaign,
Trump repeatedly and unabashedly argued for the construction
of a Southern border wall with Mexico i order to prevent what
he crudely called “rapists” and people “bringing drugs and
crime” from entering the US. The Trump administration also
barred Syrian refugees escaping war from entering the country
through the controversial 2017 Mushm Ban, effectively
reducing the number of refugees admitted mnto the country on
that year and violating the mternational human rights of people
seeking protection (Lorenzetti, 2020; United Nations, n.d.).
The ban, which was one of the first executive orders Trump
signed after his mnauguration, also blacklisted citizens from other
Muslim-majority countries, preventing them from entering the
United States. Expectedly, many media and political figures,
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mostly on the left of the political spectrum, denounced this ban
on grounds of clear and unconstitutional religious
discrimination. Moreover, the ban was publicly and judicially
challenged, but 1t did ultimately contribute to promoting a
“climate of persecution and hate” (Lorenzetti, 2020, p. 98).
3.1.3 The appeal of the Trump rhetoric

The research conducted by Demata (2017) applied
Wodak’s Discourse-Historical Approach in CDA to analyse a
varied dataset of Donald Trump’s rhetoric in 2015 and 2016
(which 1s when Trump first announced his presidential
candidacy). Demata (2017) essentially aimed to 1dentify and
understand the secret behind Trump’s rise and why he
appealed to many American voters. The study found that the
anti-immigration discourse Trump has come to be known for
“reinforces a vision of the nation and of its borders which 1s
based on a power which 1s realized through the legitimization of
the 1dentity of some subjects and the alienization or exclusion of
others” (Demata, 2017, p. 291). It was also concluded that
Trump capitalised on an already existing and widespread
narrative which stipulates that strict control of the US-Mexico
border 1s crucial to keep threats out of the country (Demata,
2017). This line of argumentation frequently involves
discussions on the necessity of constructing a wall on the border
with Mexico.

Quinonez (2018) analysed the language employed by
Donald Trump and mainstream conservative media to promote
anti-immigration sentiments and foster an atmosphere where
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fear of immigrants and hostility toward them 1s commonplace.
Quinonez (2018), who relied on the methodologies of Critical
Discourse Analysis and Corpus Linguistics, argues that this
effort nvolved demagoguery and dehumanising rhetoric, along
with techniques that negatively depict the ‘out-group’ while
framing the ‘“in-group’ in a positive light. In addition, a variety of
discursive strategies and language metaphors were used that
served to strip immigrants of their humanity and associate them
with looming danger. Quinonez (2018) also sheds light on
Trump’s use of fear mn his speeches, suggesting that it likely
functions as a “means of mobilizing” people. Indeed, fear has
long been recognised by politicians as an effective psychological
means to “get people to collaborate and to think like a group”
(Quinonez, 2018, p. 83).
3.2 Brexit and anti-immigration discourse in the UK

In June 2016, the United Kingdom voted to withdraw from
the EU, with 51.9% of the Brtish voters supporting the
termination of a membership in the continental union that had
begun 1 1975. Many observers have noted the significant
mmplications of this electoral outcome not only for the UK’s
political landscape, but also at the European and international
levels (Zappettini, 2019; Wenzl, 2019). Evidence from the
Essex Continuous Monitoring Surveys (ECMS) indicates that
concerns about immuigration were among the main factors that
influenced the decision of voters to support leaving (Goodwin
& Milazzo, 2017). Such concerns have, 1n fact, contributed to a
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long-term sense of unease m public attitudes toward the UK’s
membership in the EU (Goodwin & Milazzo, 2017).

Politicians advocating for the UK’s departure from the EU
seemingly recognized the mmportance of public concerns
surrounding immigration and therefore placed considerable
emphasis on anti-immigration messaging in their campaign. In
certain areas of the country, voters were experiencing rapid
demographic change within their local communities and
historically high levels of immigration. The anti-immigration
platform that Brexit campaigners promoted had a “stronger
emotional resonance” among members of such communities
(Goodwin & Milazzo, 2017, p. 462). Moreover, research
mdicates that support for leaving the EU was particularly
stronger within local communities that had undergone higher
degrees of ethnic change prior to the referendum (Goodwin &
Milazzo, 2017).

Likewise, Cap (2019) argues that, when the 2016
referendum and the years leading up to 1t are examined with the
benefit of hindsight, the prominence of immigration as an 1ssue
appears to have played a key role in deciding the outcome of
the referendum. The salience of discussions on 1immigration,
especially anti-immigration narratives, heightened public
anxieties and fostered xenophobic positions in the Brexit debate
(Cap, 2019). In this context, the United Kingdom
Independence Party (UKIP), led by Nigel Farage, was widely
considered to be playing “the leading role 1 perpetuating such
attitudes” (Cap, 2019, p. 69). Over the four years preceding the
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referendum, Farage’s anti-immigration rhetoric then could be
generally described as “conceptually bipolar,” since 1t draws on
the Us/Them distinction and puts this divide mto practice both
mn ideological discourse and policy proposals (Cap, 2019, p. 81).
It 1s also important to point out that Cap (2019) found that
of the discourse of Nigel Farage and UKIP became increasingly
radical as the years went by. While “relatively moderate
positions” were communicated to the public in 2013 and 2014,
a significantly more radical tone emerged m 2015 and 2016
(Cap, 2019, p. 81). This growing radicalisation in Farage’s
discourse may be attributed to opportunistic political behaviour
and the attempt to score political points as the date of the
referendum drew nearer. It could also be viewed as a timely
response meant to take advantage of certain events like the 2015
refugee crisis in Europe and the 2015 Paris terrorist attacks.
Along the same lines, a survey conducted i 2016 confirmed
that the emphasis that ‘Leave’ campaigners placed on the topic
of mmmuigration, particularly in the two weeks immediately
before the referendum, was a major contributor in their success
(Skinner, 2016, as cited m Zappettini, 2019). According to
Zappettinl (2019), immuigration, along with trade, represented
the central discursive element i the rhetoric of the Leave
campaign. Brexit advocates frequently framed immigration as
an mmpending crisis, at times 1n particularly crude and
controversial ways (Nigel Farage’s Breaking Point poster
(Thomas, 2016) shown in Figure 1 below). By presenting
mmmigration in this manner and by conflating immigrants with
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criminals and terrorists, proponents of the Leave vote helped
legitmise the Brexit message with its obvious exclusionary
premises (Zappettini, 2019).
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Figure 1: Nigel Farage with the ‘Breaking Point’ poster

To mvestigate the rise of anti-immigration, Eurosceptic
populism in the UK, Portice and Reicher (2018) analysed four
speeches from 2014 and 2015 by four prominent British
politicians: David Cameron from the Conservative Party, Nick
Clegg from the Liberal Democrats, Nigel Farage from UKIP,
and Ed Miliband from the Labour Party. The researchers
concluded that i all the speeches that were examined, a
“relentless problematization” of migrants as an ‘out-group’
against the national ‘Iin-group’ persisted (Portice & Reicher,
2018, p. 1368). Moreover, arguments were made 1n all speeches
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for further restricting immigration both from inside and outside
the EU (Portice & Reicher, 2018).

During the Brexit debate, many have argued that several
proponents of Brexit, such as Boris Johnson, who 1nsisted that
the movement was primarily concerned with sovereignty rather
than immigration, were only “keen to distance themselves from
charges of xenophobia” (Hix et al., 2017, p. 1). They claimed
that they are not motivated by an absolute rejection of
mmmigration per se, even suggesting that unskilled Eastern
European migrants should not have prionty entering and living
i the UK over highly skilled South Asian migrants for example.
In fact, a considerable minority of Britain’s Asian community
supported the Leave position on this basis (Hix et al., 2017).
Overall, however, Brexit voters were found to prefer EU
immigration over non-EU immigration (Hix et al., 2017). In a
large-scale survey, 3,636 UK residents were asked separate
questions about the level of immigration they preferred for the
country (Hix et al., 2017). The survey concluded that not only
do Leave voters prefer EU over non-EU immigrants, Remain
voters, too, were found to be more 1n favour of EU immigration.
3.3 The rise of right-wing anti-immigration discourse in other
European countries

One of the best illustrative cases of the increasing
prominence of far-right, anti-immigration politics in Europe in
the 2010s 1s the rise of the Le Front National party in France
(known since 2018 as Rassemblement national). While the
party has been active since the 1970s and had achieved a imited
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degree of success, especially in elections to the European
Parliament, it remained far from being a mamstream political
force in France (Marcus, 1995; Bréchon & Mitra, 1992). In the
1974 French presidential elections, for mstance, the party’s
leader, Jean-Marie Le Pen, secured only a marginal 0.8% of the
vote (Bréchon & Mitra, 1992).

It was not until the early 2010s, when Marine Le Pen
replaced her father as the head of le Front National, that the
party achieved ground-breaking and unprecedented successes.
Such successes included nearly quadrupling the number of
party members from 22,000 members m 2011 to 83,000
members n 2014 as well as receiving 27.7% of the popular vote
(Stockemer & Barisione, 2017). Moreover, in the 2017 French
presidential election, Marmne Le Pen qualified to the second
round and ranked second after Emanuel Macron who ended
up being president. Despite the loss, this was still a monumental
achievement from a party that was previously confined to the
fringes of French politics. With regard to the strategy behind
these successes, Stockemer and Barisione (2017) noted that
while Marmne Le Pen’s Front National kept the core “anti-
immigrant, anti-establishment and nationalist sentiments” held
and expressed by party members for over 40 years, immigration
now was not at the centre of their programme, but was rather
skilfully “imnterwoven with the main concerns” of large segments
of French society (pp. 103-107). In other words, the new Front
National promoted the anti-immigration cause, not as an
outcome 1 its own right, but rather as part of a solution to
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legiimate national concerns like unemployment, housing, and
social security.

In Germany, the anti-immigration agenda has been most
prominently advanced by the emerging party, Alternative fiir
Deutschland (AfD). As observed m many patterns across the
European Union, rnight-wing populism 1 Germany
opportunistically thrived and gamed traction through the
mobilisation of certain global events, like terrorist attacks in
France and the Cologne incident of mass assault. These events
were used to challenge and undermine the mmtial refugee-
friendly position adopted by Merkel’s government (Vollmer &
Karakayali, 2018). In that sense, the German far right effectively
resurrected “older patterns of hostility and suspicion toward
refugees” (Vollmer & Karakayali, 2018, p. 133).

Likewise, Italy saw a similar situation of rising right-wing
populism unfold during the previous decade. The far-right, anti-
immigration, Eurosceptic party Lega (previously known as Leg:
Nord) exploited the Mediterrancan refugee crisis and
dominated right-wing politics and the government 1n Italy after
2018 (Dennison & Geddes, 2021). The tenure of Matteo
Salvini, who 1s a Lega Nord party member, i the Italian
Ministry of the Interior was characterised by “harsher rhetoric”
on mmmigration along with “significantly harsher internal
policies” (Dennison & Geddes, 2021, p. 16).

Another significant example of the electoral and discursive
momentum gained by far-right, anti-immigration politicians in
Europe comes from the Netherlands. The Party for Freedom,
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under the leadership of Geert Wilders, who 1s sometimes
described as the Dutch Donald Trump, has been at “the
forefront of a wave of anti-immigrant populism sweeping
Europe” and has already succeeded in shifting the country’s
political discourse in a more right-leaning direction (Wildman,
2017, para. 5). Wilders has advocated a range of Islamophobic
and xenophobic measures, mcluding banning the Quran,
mmposing a tax on the hijab, closing mosques, withdrawing from
the EU, and refusing entry to Mushm newcomers to the
Netherlands. In addition, he has referred to some Moroccan

9

migrants as “‘scum’ who make Dutch streets ‘unsafe
(Wildman, 2017, para. 1).

While some linked the rise of far-right populism in Europe
directly to increasing rates of mimmigration (Davis & Deole,
2017), others have, n fact, argued that this may not always be
the case (Lonsky, 2021). Lonsky (2021) studied the local context
of Finnish municipalities and offered a different understanding
on the relation between increasing migration rates and the
growth of the far right. In the study, Lonsky (2021) examined a
panel dataset with seven election years to mvestigate the effect
of immigration on electoral support for the far-right Finns Party
i Finland. Lonsky (2021) found that a 1% growth in the
percentage of foreign citizens m a municipality actually
decreased Finns Party’s share of the votes by 3.5%. Several
theories and interpretations have been posited to explain this
dynamic, such as the mcrease of voter turnout by supporters of
pro-immigration parties and the intergroup contact theory
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(Lonsky, 2021). This means that increases in immigration do
not necessarily lead to growing support for the far right, or at
least not 1n every country.

In Ireland, even though the far right has largely been absent
as a major electoral player i national politics, there has been a
considerable rise of far-nght activity and 1deology in the last
decade or so (Kirby, 2024; Fanning, 2021a; McDaid, 2020;
McEnroe, 2016). A number of political parties which advocate
for far-night policies were founded, although these have mostly
remained minor and electorally meffectual. One example of
such parties 1s the Irish Freedom Party which expresses hostility
towards immigrants and explicitly professes an anti-immigration
1deology (McDaid, 2020). The National Party 1s also a far-right,
Eurosceptic political organisation with an open anti-immigration
agenda, which operates 1n Ireland since 2016 (Fanning, 2021a;
McDaid, 2020; McEnroe, 2016). Interestingly, the leadership of
the National Party acknowledged that they launched the party
as an attempt to take advantage of the political momentum of
Trump’s victory in the 2016 American presidential election
(McEnroe, 2016). By the 2020 Irish general election, around 30
far-right candidates ran as independents and on behalf of the
National Party, the Irish Freedom Party, and Anti-Corruption
Ireland (Fanning, 2021b).
4. Conclusion

Mediterranean nregular migration m the 2010s must be
understood within an interconnected social, political, economic,
cultural, geographical, and historical context. Arrivals peaked at
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389,976 m 2016 before declhining i subsequent years
(International Organization for Migration, n.d.), driven largely
by armed conflicts and instability following the Arab Spring,
particularly mn countries such as Syria and Libya. In Europe,
migration became increasingly politicised and securitised, with
debates often linking mobility to terrorism 1n the context of ISIS
(Nussio et al., 2019) and contributing to the electoral rise of far-
right parties (Davis & Deole, 2017; Dennison & Geddes, 2021;
Stockemer & Barisione, 2017). Economic anxieties m the
aftermath of the 2008 financial crisis reinforced perceptions of
migrants as a “perceived threat to the economic self-interest” of
native populations (Card et al., 2005), while cultural concerns
regarding assimilation and 1dentity further shaped public
attitudes (Alesina & Tabellini, 2022). At the same time, these
developments occurred within a longer historical trajectory mn
which Europe had transitioned from a continent of emigration
to one of sustained immigration since the post-World War 11
period (De la Rica et al., 2013).

At the same time 1n which the Mediterranean migration crisis
of the 2010s was unfolding, a wave of nght-wing, ant-
immigration populism was buillding up in Europe and the
United States. Across many countries, the far right gained
considerable ground and achieved numerous political victories
during this time. Whether the appeal of far-right populism
comes from presenting anti-immigration policies as the ultimate
solution to nations’ problems or from instlling fear of
mmmigrants as a mobilisation strategy, it has reached and
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resonated with millions of voters internationally (Stockemer &

Barisione, 2017; Portice & Reicher, 2018; Quinonez, 2018).

This growth of anti-immigration sentiments can be particularly

harmful to vulnerable communities of migrants around the

world, notably those from different ethnic and cultural

backgrounds.

References

Alesina, A., & Tabellini, M. (2022). The political effects of immuigration:
Culture or economuics? https://www.nber.org/papers/w30079

Bréchon, P., & Mitra, S. K. (1992). The National Front in France: The
emergence of an extreme right protest movement. Comparative
Politics, 25(1), 63-82.

Cap, P. (2019). 'Britain 1s full to bursting pomnt' immigration themes in the
Brexit discourse of the UK Independence Party. In V. Koller, S.
Kopft, & M. Miglbauer (Eds.), Discourses of Brexit (pp. 69-8)).
Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group.

Card, D., Dustmann, C., & Preston, 1. (2005). Understanding attitudes to

mmmugration: The migration and minority module of the first

FEuropean Social Survey. Centre for Research and Analysis of
Migration, University College London.
https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/14315/1/14315.pdf

Davis, L., & Deole, S. S. (2017). Immigration and the rise of far-right
parties in Europe. ifo DICE Report, 15(4), 10-15.

De la Rica, S., Glitz, A., & Ortega, F. (2013). Immuigration in Lurope:
Trends, policies and empirical evidence. Institute for the Study
of Labor.
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?Pabstract_1d=2363279

Demata, M. (2017). A great and beautiful wall: Donald Trump’s populist
discourse on immigration. Journal of Language Aggression and

Conflict, 5(2), 274-294. https://do1.org/10.1075/jlac.5.2.06dem

YLD
The International Journal of Human Studies

125


https://www.nber.org/papers/w30079
https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/14315/1/14315.pdf
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2363279
https://doi.org/10.1075/jlac.5.2.06dem

The 2010s Mediterranean Migration Crisis and the Rise of Far-right Ideology_
Dr. Boutamine Alaeddine

Dennison, J., & Geddes, A. (2021). The centre no longer holds: the Lega,
Matteo Salvini and the remaking of Italian immigration politics.
Journal  of  Ethnic  and  Migraton  Studies,  1-20.
https://www.tandfonline.com/do1/full/10.1080/1369183X.2020.1
853907

Diamond, S. (1996). Right-wing politics and the anti-immigration cause.
Social Justice, 23(3) (65), 154-168.

Fanning, B. (2021a, 15 May). Rise of Ireland’s far right relies on
abandoned  social  conservatives.  The Irish  Times.

https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/rise-of-ireland-s-far-right-
relies-on-abandoned-social-conservatives-1.4563122

Fanning, B. (2021b). Diverse Republic. University College Dublin Press.

Finley, L., & Esposito, L. (2020). The immigrant as Bogeyman: Examining
Donald Trump and the right’s anti-immigrant, anti-PC rhetoric.
Humanity & Society, 44(2), 178-197.

Goodwin, M., & Milazzo, C. (2017). Taking back control? Investigating
the role of immigration in the 2016 vote for Brexit. 7he British
Journal of Politics and International Relations, 19(3), 450-464.

Han, K. J. (2015). When will left-wing governments introduce liberal

migration policies? An implication of power resources theory.
International Studies Quarterly, 59(3), 602-614.

Harbour, C. P., Middleton, V., Lews, C., & Anderson, S. K. (2003).
Naming the other: How dominant culture privilege and
assimilation affect selected underrepresented populations at the
community college. Community College Journal of Research &
Practice, 27(9-10), 829-842.

Haynes, A., Power, M. J., & Devereux, E. (2010). How Irish politicians
construct transnational U migrants. Doras Luimni.

Hix, S., Kaufmann, E., & Leeper, T. J. (2017). UK voters, including
Leavers, care more about reducing non-EU than EU migration.
British Politics and Policy at LSE. http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/81918

(AL D)
The International Journal of Human Studies

126


https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1369183X.2020.1853907
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1369183X.2020.1853907
https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/rise-of-ireland-s-far-right-relies-on-abandoned-social-conservatives-1.4563122
https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/rise-of-ireland-s-far-right-relies-on-abandoned-social-conservatives-1.4563122
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/81918/

The 2010s Mediterranean Migration Crisis and the Rise of Far-right Ideology_
Dr. Boutamine Alaeddine

127

International Organization for Migration. (n.d.). Migration Flow (o
Lurope: arrivals. https://dtm.iom.int/europe/arrivals

Jolly, S. K., & DiGiusto, G. M. (2014). Xenophobia and immigrant
contact: French public attitudes toward immigration. 7he Social
Science Journal, 51(3), 464-473.

Kirby, P. (2024). The rise of the far-right: From condemnation to
understanding. Studies: An Irish Quarterly Review, 113(449),
105-114.

Laurence, J., McGinnity, F., & Murphy, K. (2024). Atttudes towards

mmugration and refugees in Ireland: Understanding recent

trends and drivers. The Economic and Social Research Institute.

https://www.esrl.ie/publications/attitudes-towards-immigration-

and-refugees-in-ireland-understanding-recent-trends-and
Lewis-Beck, M. S., & Paldam, M. (2000). Economic voting: an
mtroduction. Electoral Studies, 19(2-3), 113-121.
Lonsky, J. (2021). Does immigration decrease far-right popularity?

Evidence from Finnish municipalities. Journal of Population
Lconomics, 34(1), 97-139.

Lorenzetti, M. I. (2020). Anti-immigration rhetoric in Italy and in the USA:
A comparative perspective. In M. Demata & M. Mariano (Eds.),
FEuro-American relations i the age of globalization: Risks and
opportunities (pp. 97-121).
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/344236936_Anti-
Immigration Rhetoric in Italyv and in the USA A Comparat

we_Perspective

Marcus, J. (1995). The National Front and French Politics: The Resistible
Rise of Jean-Marie Le Pen. NYU Press.

McDaid, S. (2020, 23 Mar). What is the radical right in Ireland (and where

1s 1t heading)?. UIO. https://www.sv.uio.no/c-rex/english/news-

and-events/right-now/2020/what-1s-the-radical-right-in-
ireland.html

(AL D)
The International Journal of Human Studies



https://dtm.iom.int/europe/arrivals
https://www.esri.ie/publications/attitudes-towards-immigration-and-refugees-in-ireland-understanding-recent-trends-and
https://www.esri.ie/publications/attitudes-towards-immigration-and-refugees-in-ireland-understanding-recent-trends-and
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/344236936_Anti-Immigration_Rhetoric_in_Italy_and_in_the_USA_A_Comparative_Perspective
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/344236936_Anti-Immigration_Rhetoric_in_Italy_and_in_the_USA_A_Comparative_Perspective
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/344236936_Anti-Immigration_Rhetoric_in_Italy_and_in_the_USA_A_Comparative_Perspective
https://www.sv.uio.no/c-rex/english/news-and-events/right-now/2020/what-is-the-radical-right-in-ireland.html
https://www.sv.uio.no/c-rex/english/news-and-events/right-now/2020/what-is-the-radical-right-in-ireland.html
https://www.sv.uio.no/c-rex/english/news-and-events/right-now/2020/what-is-the-radical-right-in-ireland.html

The 2010s Mediterranean Migration Crisis and the Rise of Far-right Ideology_
Dr. Boutamine Alaeddine

McEnroe, J. (2016, 18 Nov). National Party president wants immigrants to
leave. Irish Examuiner. https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/arid-
20431172.html

Nussio, E., Bove, V., & Steele, B. (2019). The consequences of terrorism

on migration attitudes across Europe. Political Geography, 75
(2019), 1-10.

Portice, J., & Reicher, S. (2018). Arguments for European disintegration:
A mobilization analysis of anti-immuigration speeches by UK
political leaders. Political Psychology, 39(6), 1357-1372.

Quinonez, E. S. (2018). (Un)Welcome to America: A critical discourse
analysis of anti-immuigrant rhetoric m Trump’s speeches and
conservative mainstream media [Master’s thesis, California State
University| https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/etd/635

Reidy, T, Suiter, J., & Breen, M. (2018). Boom and bust: Economic voting
n Ireland. Politics, 38(2), 148-164.

Sniderman, P. M., Hagendoorn, L., & Prior, M. (2004). Predisposing
factors and situational triggers: Exclusionary reactions to

immigrant minorities. 7he American Political Science Review,

98(1), 35-49. https://do1.org/10.1017/S000305540400098X
Stockemer, D., & Barisione, M. (2017). The ‘new’ discourse of the Front
National under Marine Le Pen: A slight change with a big impact.

FEuropean Journal of Communication, 32(2), 100-115.
The UN Refugee agency. (2016, December 31). Refugees & migrants sea

arrivals in Europe. https://reliefweb.int/report/greece/refugees-

migrants-sea-arrivals-europe-monthly-data-update-december-
2016
Thomas, M. (2016). Nigel Farage with the poster [photograph].

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/jun/16/nigel-farage-

defends-ukip-breaking-point-poster-queue-of-migrants

(AL D)
The International Journal of Human Studies

128


https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/arid-20431172.html
https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/arid-20431172.html
https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/etd/635/
https://doi.org/10.1017/S000305540400098X
https://reliefweb.int/report/greece/refugees-migrants-sea-arrivals-europe-monthly-data-update-december-2016
https://reliefweb.int/report/greece/refugees-migrants-sea-arrivals-europe-monthly-data-update-december-2016
https://reliefweb.int/report/greece/refugees-migrants-sea-arrivals-europe-monthly-data-update-december-2016
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/jun/16/nigel-farage-defends-ukip-breaking-point-poster-queue-of-migrants
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/jun/16/nigel-farage-defends-ukip-breaking-point-poster-queue-of-migrants

The 2010s Mediterranean Migration Crisis and the Rise of Far-right Ideology_
Dr. Boutamine Alaeddine

129

United Nations. (n.d.). Umversal Declaration of Human Rights.
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-
rights

Vollmer, B., & Karakayali, S. (2018). The volatility of the discourse on
refugees in Germany. Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies,
16(1-2), 118-139.

Wenzl, N. (2019). "This 1s about the kind of Britain we are: National
identities as constructed m parliamentary debates about KU
membership. In V. Koller, S. Kopf, & M. Miglbauer (Eds.),
Discourses of Brexit (pp. 32-47). Routledge, Taylor & Francis

Group.
Wildman, S. (2017, 15 Mar). Geert Wilders, the Islamophobe some call
the Dutch Donald Trump, explained. Vox.

https://www.vox.com/world/2017/3/14/14921614/geert-wilders-

1slamophobia-islam-netherlands-populism-europe

Zappettini, F. (2019). The Brexit referendum: How trade and immigration
in the discourses of the official campaigns have legitimised a toxic
(inter) national logic. Critical Discourse Studies, 16(4), 403-419.

(AL D)
The International Journal of Human Studies



https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.vox.com/world/2017/3/14/14921614/geert-wilders-islamophobia-islam-netherlands-populism-europe
https://www.vox.com/world/2017/3/14/14921614/geert-wilders-islamophobia-islam-netherlands-populism-europe

2026: !

S sall el alelf

Al lalydd 2dgud! el

Il Dl 5313 pgall B aslly ASE dygh
Cultural and Urban Identity of the Ksour of the M'zab
Valley in Algeria

ldyg 7l Giiold dnaly bl o gladly Bgdmdl &S F o laaey izl we o0

ramdane.abdelmadjid@univ-ouargla.dz : jis ASIYN upll ¢ w31 321

This study examines the Ksour of the M'zab
Valley in Algeria, highlighting the historical
and architectural significance of these urban
settlements. It focuses on their geographical
and historical contexts and the profound
civilizational and cultural interactions that
shaped their development, with the aim of
emphasizing their heritage value as an
important cultural and civilizational legacy.
The study adopts an analytical approach,
supported by historical and sociological
approaches, to examine the characteristics of
urban structures, social patterns, and cultural
features. The findings reveal that the Ksour
of the M'zab Valley represent a distinctive
model of Saharan civilization, combining
distinctive urban characteristics with a strong
cultural identity, thereby highlighting their
significant heritage value and the need for
their preservation.
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Abstract asdhs

This study examines the methodology of
Imam Malik ibn Anas in al-Muwatta’, focusing on
the principles of hadith collection, the
arrangement of chapters, and the critical
evaluation of narrations, while highlighting the
status of the practice of the people of Madinah and
its role in consolidating legal rulings. The study
demonstrates that al-Muwatta’ is not merely a
hadith compilation, but a practical juristic
reference that integrates Prophetic tradition with
inherited practical application, within a
framework that takes into account the objectives
of Islamic law and the interests of people. It
concludes that this rigorous methodology
contributed to the establishment of the Maliki
school and had a clear impact on the unification of
legal rulings and the development of Islamic
jurisprudence through a balanced integration of
transmitted texts and juristic reasoning.

Keywords Imam Malik, al-Muwatta’, the practice
of the people of Madinah, hadith criticism, juristic
methodology.
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The Impact of Abdelwahab Bouhdiba’s Works on

Tunisian $ociology and Culture
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This study explores the intellectual
contributions of Abdelwahab Bouhdiba to
Tunisian sociology and culture through his
© analysis of religion as a social and cultural
i system. Focusing on issues of identity,
gender, and religion in Islamic societies,
Bouhdiba adopts a critical sociological and
philosophical approach. He highlights the
; relationship between reason and revelation,
i advocating a balance between individual
i freedom and social responsibility. His work
i also examines sexuality and its connection to
i the sacred, as well as major cultural and social
transformations in Tunisia, including colonial

i legacies and  feminist =~ movements.
i Bouhdiba’s writings remain essential for
¢ understanding contemporary social and

cultural dynamics in Tunisia.

Keywords: Religion, Sociology, Tunisian
Culture, Identity, Gender.
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Abstract

In the late 20th century, a global intellectual
shift emerged, driven by the triumph of Western
capitalism. This led to the rise of several theories,
such as the End of History and the Clash of
Civilizations, Within this context the Arab thinker
Zaki Al-Milad proposed the theory of the
Dialogue of Civilizations as an Islamic alternative
that advocates dialogue and mutual understanding
instead of conflict. The theory is grounded in verse
13 of Surah Al-Hujurat, emphasizing the unity of
human origin and the value of diversity, It is based
on religious, cultural, political, and economic
foundations and calls for communication rooted in
mutual respect However the theory faces several
challenges including the media distortion of Islam
and the weak civilizational presence of the Islamic
world Despite these obstacles, the theory of the
Dialogue of Civilizations represents a promising
intellectual contribution toward building an
alternative human model of communication.
Keywords: civilization, acquaintance
civilizations, good birth, acquaintance.
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Authorship curriculum in the book:Aladilla Albayyna
Alnoranyya fi mafakhir alddawla Alhafsyya by. Ibn Al-

Shamaa
nora.boughegal@univ- . ;3! j=JI (Alidd5 59,3t olc daal>* Lk gy 895 4
khenchela.dz

The researcher differed in the classification

of the book :Aladilla Albayyna Anoranyya ;!

fi mafakhir Alddawla Alhafsyya.some of ||

them made it in the category of pride and

enthusias.based his classification on the
word of mafakhir mentioned in the
title.some of them arranged it in the books

of Geography because of the definition of !
the old Maghreb regions. others considered !

it a book of biographies because its author
presented the biography of the kings of the
Hafsia stat .others said that it belongs to the
art of narration and politics because it

narrated the news of the Hafsid state and !

immortalized their political exploit.but the i:

person who reads
discoveres that it is a purely historical
book.that chronicles an important historical
period

the book carefully :

in the history of the Tunisian !

country.which included eastem Algeria and ! :
northern Libya during the rule of the !

Hafsids)
aKeywords: Authorship curriculum.Ibn al-
Shamaa.The Hafsids
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This research examines the extent to which
Mauritania has shifted from a space of
functional attraction and migratory transit to
a territory of reception, asylum,
employment, and relative settlement. The
study adopts an analytical, longitudinal, and
cartographic  approach based on a
comparative analysis of data from the
General Population and Housing Censuses,
supplemented by field surveys and reports
on immigration in Mauritania. The study
concludes that Mauritania has become a
multifunctional migration space in which
labour migration, transit migration, asylum,
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Political Transformation and Institutional Disorder in
Iraqi Society after 2003
A Field Study from the Perspective of University of
Babylon Faculty Members
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focusing on institutional dysfunction as a key
outcome. It argues that the shift to a
pluralistic system failed to produce stable
and effective institutions, instead weakening
institutional ~ performance.  Using a
descriptive-analytical approach, the study
draws on field data from a random sample of
239 faculty members at the University of
Babylon. The findings indicate institutional
fragility, the strengthening of subnational
loyalties over national identity, reduced
public participation in decision-making, and
the significant role of financial and
administrative corruption, along with weak

institutional performance.
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